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E RR AT A. 
As an apology for the errort and imperfections which occur in the 


following pages, the author begs leave to plead not only his diſtance 
from the preſs, but (through. a miſunderſtanding) his not receiving the 
proofs of the firſt ſheet and a half. But if the reader will make the 


following alterations with his pen, the moſt 8 deviatiens from 


the MSS. will be corrected. 1 ; 
Page 3. I. 12. after creeds, for a period make a ſemicolon, 


P. 7. for Rev. xxi. 6. read Rev. xvi. 6. 
P. 9. line 1. for xi. read 11, and J. 3. blot out, Now let us paſs on to 
the twelfth chapter. al | | 

P. 13. I. 2. for ern; apvoo, read i Thc FTIR = 
P. 17. I. 21. blot out, it is eaſy then to 8 a L. 2. from the 


bottom blot out 20 be adopted. 


P. 18. I. 4. from the bottom for, 4 fer myſteries, read fuck 


leſſer myſteries as thoſe. 
P. 21. h 25. for-Lewis, read Hugh. L. 19. the ſame; 12 * 
P. 36. 1. 4. after there, read any. f 
P. 49. I. 4. of note, for inſtar, read impar. 
P. 53. I. 19th of the note, for xxxii. read xxxvii. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


His ro RN no where informs us of any 
event. ſo extraordinary as the late revolution. 
in France, / viewed on. all ſides, att its 
attending circumſtances, by an attentive and 
unßrejudiced eye, it muſt ſurely excite the 
greateſt aſtoniſument; and thoſer wha: haue 
been uſed to unite in their minds the prouts 
dence of God with; human occurrences, (vue. 
ther they approve of. thas: great change: of 
things or not cannot help inguiring, Is this 
from men, or is it from God? I it one 
thoſe commotions produced, byithe conflicting” 
paſhons of, men, that riſe and enk, andiave* 
ſoon. forgotten? or is it one of thoſe. events, 
which mark-the great eras of time, andifrom 
which originate: new. orders of | thungs?—If 
the. latter, it is * eme o Pro- 
Pecy. 


Appearances indicate that: this vill be: 
fatal ſtroke to the papal uſurpations, and the» 
reign of deſpotiſm. Theſe prophecies . theres 
fore wht ch direct our hopes to * interęſt. | 
Ly * 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


ing period, when all antichr fra iyrannies 
are to periſh, deſerve at this time, peculiar at- 
tention. But where ſhall we find a dlue to 
guide us in our inquiries? The author of 
the following thoughts conſulted commenta- 
tors the moſt generally approved, on the pro- 
phecties of Daniel and the Revelation of 
John. He found much to ediſy and to ex- 
cite curiofity, but was ſtill in the midſt of a 
wilderneſs. At length he was determined to 
commit himſelf to tas own inugſtigalions, and 
explore theſe regions of wonders, without 
placing implicit confidence in any guide. 
_ Circumſtances led him to conjecture, that the 
beaft whach John ſaw coming uß out of the 
earth was Lewis the Fourteenth," or the 
French tyranny, perfected by ham; and that 
it was this beaſt. which flew the witneſſes. 
is is the clue which he has followed, and 
he thinks it is that by which the mazes of 
theſe wonderful vꝛſions, at leaſt as far as 
| they have been accompliſhed, may be traced 
with preciſion, and ſome things, which are 
yet to come, be conjectured with great ad- 
vantage. But without this to goa ws, alt 


is confuſion. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


A ſerious application to the ſtudy of the 
prophecies, and an attentive obſervation of 
the figns of the times, have produced in my 

mmiend the ſtrongeſt perſuaſion. that the utter 
_ downfal of the papacy, the final overthrow of 

deſotiſin, the reftoration of the Fews and the 
renovation of all things, are near at hand; 
and that every year will aſtonaſh us with new 
wonders. '* As the days of Noe were, ſo 
ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of Man 
be. For as in the days that were before 
the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
and marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the ark, and 
knew not until the flood came, and took 
them all away, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of 
the Son of Man be.”"* From this perſua- 
fon ariſes the indiſpenſible duty of calling 
the attention of | mankind, with peculiar 
earneſineſs to the things which belong to their 


peace. © Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, 


and ſound an alarm in my holy mountain: 
let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; 
for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is 
nigh at hand.” 


Matt. xxiv. 37, 39. $ Joel i. 1. 
1 J know 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 know what an, author, dts en 
you like theſe, has to expett. But 
my heart tells me, that I publiſh theſe 

| en v the pureſt intentions, and 
that my only aims are to ſerve the intereſts 
e Chriſtianity, to promote the welfare of 
my countrymen and the common cauſe of 
humanity, by ꝛnviting men to confider the 

ſigns of the times; hat, as individuals 
and as à nation, we may exam; our Ways; 
repent and reform, and that thus the divine 
diſpleaſure may be averted, and that conſti. 
tution, which has ſecured to this empire, ſo 
many bleſſings, to which moſt other nations 
are ſtrangers, may be purified and ftirengthe 
encd, and by theſe means be continued to our 
poſterity. I do therefore moſt fervently pray 
that God may ſucceed this feeble attempt, 
and bleſs us, and all men with peace. 


i 


Newbury, gu ig, 1793 


PREVIOUS 


PREVIOUS THOUGHTS, 


Tur kingdom which God was to ſet up under the 
Meſſiah, according to the prophets, was to be a kingdom 
of righteouſneſs, peace and. joy. Unto us a child is born 
the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder —Of the increaſe of 
his government and peace there ſhall be no end. — The wolf 
and the lamb ſhall feed together. He ſhall ſpeak peace to the 
Heathen, who have long been the prey of deſtroyers, and 
of one another. If we contemplate the principles of the 
kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, they promiſe fair to produce the 
enjoyment of all that which the prophets predicted. But 
where is the effect? The annals of the Chriſtian world, 
as well as thoſe of the pagan, diſcover to us little more than 
the hiſtory of ambition, ſuperſtition, and bloodſhed. The 
career of this kingdom began in piety towards God, and 
in love and peace to all mankind. But ſyſtems of error, 
ſuperſtition, and oppreſſion, ſoon interrupted its progreſs, 
and perverted its principles. Chriſtianity has been con- 
verted into a ſyſtem of commerce, and thoſe-called the mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, have been a corporation of traders, in I 
the ſouls and liberties of mankind. 


Were I to attempt to define the character of Antichriſt, 
I ſhould ſay, It is all that which oppoſes itſelf to the kingdom 
of Chrift, whether it flow from the eccleſiaſtical of ciuil 
powers. The civil conftitutions of nations, as well as the 

ene ſo far as they accord with or have a nen 
ti Amn 55 


7 Ixv. 25» 
7 Tech. ix. 10. 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


to promote that pride and that ambition which lead to op- 


preſſion, perſecution, and war, are antichriſtian. What- 


ever in religion is deſtructive of union among Chriſtians, 
which leads to domination over conſcience, to hinder free 
enquiry after truth, or any way oppreſſes and{perſecutes men 
for matters cognizable only by God ; antichriſtian. 


Wherever there is intolexance, — wherever we find condi- 
tions of communion among Chriſtians \impoſed, which 


Chriſt hath not clearly enjoined ; whereſoever creeds and 
modes of worſhip are enforced by human power ; wher- 


ever men are made to forfeit any of their civil rights, or 


are ſtigmatized, on account of their religious creeds. In 
what caſe ſoever one Chriſtian, or ſect of Chriſtians, aſſumes 
the ſeat of authority and judgment in the church of Chriſt ; 
whether they cal] for fire to deſtroy thoſe who diſſent from 
them, or only exclude them from their communion and 
affeQion, there is a portion of that ſpirit of Antichriſt 


which has ſo long oppoſed itſelf to the benign principles of 


the kingdom of the Prince of Peace. To this ſource it 
may be eaſy to trace innumerable evils, nor can it be 


doubted but that this has been the occaſion of making the 


inconſiderate efteem the amiable religion of Jeſus, as a 


ſource of miſchief inſtead of benevolence! Alas, how much 


of this ſpirit remains amongſt us all! How few have 


learned that © in Jeſus Chriſt circumciſion is nothing, and 


uncircumtiſion is nothing, but the keeping of the nen. 


| ments of God. 
But we are afſured from the ſcriptures, that all theſe 
uſurpations and.antichriſtian principles ſhall have an end; 


and that the goſpel ſhall produce the various happy effects 


c which are predicted. The religion of Chuiſtians ſhall then 
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no longer conſiſt i in meat and drink, but in righteouſneſs 


peace and joy ; the practice of juſtice, the cultivation of har- 
mony, and the diffuſion of happineſs. f 


The queſtion is, When may we mat to ſee theſe predie- 


tions accompliſhed ? Long have a pious few had their eyes 


fixed on the promiſes of God, with ardent expectation, and 
been crying, How long, O Lord, ere thou wilt avenge the 
blood of thy ſaints, and create Feruſalem a quiet dwelling 
place, and Zion the joy of all the earth | Come Lord Feſus, 


come quickly ! ——Behald I come at an hour when Je ee 


not! bleſſed is he that watcheth.” 


Some ſuppoſe, that in vain are our enquiries about the 
time of the accompliſhment of the predictions relative to 
the downfal of Antichriſt, which is to prepare the way for 
the peaceful kingdom of the Redeemer. If fo, wherefore' 


is it ſaid © Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they that hear the 


words of this prophecy? * Here is wiſdom, let him that 
hath underſtanding count the number of the beaſt.” t Though 
the meaning of the prophecies is neceſſarily wrapt up in modes 
of expreſſion not eafily to be underſtood, as they would 
ctherwiſe operate againſt their own accompliſhment ; yet 
they may not be abſolutely inſerutable : and eſpecially when 


their accompliſhment approaches nearer, and increaſing light 


is caſt upon them by the ariſing of circumſtances connected 
with them, which ſeems in Dan. xii. and q, tobe predicted. 
Much has my mind been of late affected with the ap- 


pearances of things in the Chriſtian world, and with the 


Occurrences which have, within theſe few years, burſt upon 


+ Rom. xiv. 17. 
9 Rev. i. 3. 
+ xiii. 8 
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_ us, Occurrences which are unparalleled in the hiſtory of 
nations. | 


In America a revolution has taken place which is ſin- 
gular in its conſequences, and eſpecially as they concern the 


ſtate of religion. We have long been told that if the 


Chriſtian religion were left unprotected by eftabliſhments, 
and unſupported by emoluments, it would ſoon be. borne 
down, and all its ſolemnities forſaken and deſpiſed. The expe- 
riment has now been made, and fact demonſtrates the fal- 
lacy of ſuch concluſions. The people are eaſed of a heavy 
burden, and pure and undefiled religion flouriſhes more 


than ever. Hirelings have withdrawn, but piety and 


virtue, charity and-union increaſe. But a few years after 
this grand event, one of the firſt nations in Europe, long 
enflaved, and blinded by ſuperſtition, at once broke its 
chains, and tore away the bandages with which popiſh 


Prieſts had bound the eyes of the multitude, Civil liberty 
had long been forgotten, and, for more than a hundred 


years, no liberty of conſcience was permitted to the inſulted 
people. And as a nation, they had for ages been made, by 
their tyrants, the ſcourge of all their neighbours. This 
people have, to the aſtoniſhment of the whole civilized 


world, aroſe up as in one day, and, in oppoſition to the 


combined power of their king, their prieſts, and nobles, 
have dared to ſay, Me will be free Me will have juſt and 
equal laws —Na man ſhall puniſh —No man ſhall be puniſhed 


but ats the law commands—The poor no "leſs than the rich, 
ſhall be protected — Cunſcience is "the property of God, and 


every man | ſhall worſhip his Maker as he pleaſes —Ie will 


never make war, but in ſelf-defence,. and will embrace all 
men as our brethren. And this was not the reſolution of a 


w 


few, 
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few, it was the ſolemn covenant of twenty-fix millions of 
people. What a phænomenon in the hiſtory of man ! 
What an epoch in the hiſtory of the church! But deſpots 
and their creatures, whoſe exiſtence depends on the igno- 
rance and ſervility of mankind, fearing the influence of 
ſuch an example, have been exerting all their power to cruſh 
this riſing ſpirit of liberty, and to ſupport the falling papacy. 
But by whoſe hand was it, let me aſk, that they and their 
remnant were driven back with loſs and ſhame? By His, 
who maketh the wrath af man to praiſe him. Alas! the 
calamities which oppoſition to the moſt benevolent ſenti- 
ments has occaſioned ! The paſſions of men have been en- 
raged, and in the paroxiſm of reſentment fear and deſpair, 
the beſt of cauſes, the cauſe of liberty, has been ſtained by 
the commiſſion of crimes which afflict a great majority of 
their own nation, and all the genuine friends of liberty and 
juſtice throughout the world. Who can contemplate them 
ut with the keeneſt anguiſh, thoſe only excepted who are 
watching for occaſions to flander all who refiſt oppreſſors? 
The circumſtances of this wonderful revolution, mark it 
as an event of vaſt importance, and as probably big with 
tes tne beyond all . | 


The prophecies _ reſpecting the downfal of the Anti- 
chriſtian uſurpations, muſt have their accompliſhment in 
ſome era, it may, be the preſent. It is therefore ſurely 
worth our while to enquire how far the predictions of God's 
word will agree with the riſe and progreſs of known events, 


| Thus it has appeared to me, and the more I have ex- 
amined and thought upon the ſubject, the more clearly do 

I ſeem to diſcern that the laſt days ſpoken of by God's ſer- 

_ vants the Ts are faſt approaching ; 3 * zuhen Babylon the 


great 
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great ſhall come in remembrance, and God will avenge the 
blood of his ſaints, and the kingdoms of this world ſhall become 
the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chriſt;“ by not only 
profeſſing the religion of Jeſus, but acting under its influ- 
ence and copying after hit example who was meek and 
lowly in heart, and who came “ not to deſtroy men's lives 
but to ſave them.” Not a kingdom of anarchy, but a ſtate 
of things, in which the governors and the governed, and 
all the different ranks in ſociety will unite to promote the 
general good. It is not impoſſible that the preſent ſhaking 
of nations ſhould bring about this defirable event. Some 
[however object that the progreſs of the French revolution 
has been marked with too much outrage and blood ; and 
that the perſons engaged in it are of a character too bad to 
admit it to be from God,—a work which he approves, and 
which he intends, as the introduction to thoſe happy days of 
which the prophets have ſpoken. But granting that the 
leaders in the French revolution have been as atrociouſly 

wicked as repreſented, this does not in the ſlighteſt degree, 
affect our hypotheſis. What was Henry the Eighth, who 
began our reformation ? A monſter! What were his mo- 
tives? The gratification of his luſts. What were the 
means which he employed ? — How blind is man! We 
only know that in God dwell the attributes of wiſdom 
juſtice and goodneſs, but we are incapable of tracing the 
ſphere of their operations. He ſaw fit to make uſe of the 
Jewiſh rulers, and to direct the worſt of human paſſions, 
for the purpoſe of effecting our redemption, by the death 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Are eſtabliſhed ſyſtems of ſuperſtition and 
tyranny to be overthrown by a few ſmooth words of bene- 
volence and wiſdom ? Happy if they could! Are the 
dragon and the beafts „which have fo depopulated the earth 
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for ages, to periſh without convulſion ? Read, ««#® They 
have ſhed the blood of ſaints and prophets, and thou haſt given 
them blood to drink for they are worthy.” When this period 
ſhall arrive there will be much work to do, for the execution 
of which the meek of the earth are by no means qualified. 
To cenſure diſorder, to ſhudder at blood-ſhed, and to 
practiſe mercy, is our duty; for neither God's ſecret 
counſels, nor his providential judgments, are to be the rule 
of our conduct. We know who hath ſaid, ** Love your ene- 
mies, and do good to them that hate you.” This is our rule. 


ww 


+ 


The French revolution then may be of God, and de-. | 


| figned to iſſue in good, although diſgraced by outrages 


which nothing can juſtify, 


* Rev. xxi. 6. 
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FIRST INQUIRY. 


I N endeavouring to make good this hypotheſis, that the 
rns of the times indicate the ſpeedy downfal of all that 
ſpiritual and civil tyranny, which for ſo many ages, has 
prevailed in oppoſition to the principles of the kingdom of 
Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, there are three 1 ide which 


| claim our attention. 


The firſt "TOI the dragon and the beafte, which John 


ſaw in * viſions. Rev. xi. 7. xii. and xiii. 


The en reſets the witneſſes, IA xi. ** the third 
Inquiry is, Whether all the numbers of Daniel and Zahn, 
which refer to the latter days, will agree with the preſent 
times? Let us, with that reverence and devout candor | 

which become us when we apply to the word of God for 
inſtruction, attend to _ ſeyeral Inquiries. 


: The grand ſcene of the prophetic viſion of John opens in 
the fourth chapter of the Revelations, and is continued to 
the end of the book. The whole may be conſidered as a 
number of ſcenic pictures. Chapter the eleventh is a mini- 
ature picture of the hiſtory of the church from the earlieſt 
times to the downfal of all antichriſtian uſurpations. The 


following viſions are the ſame picture w, for our 
inſtruction, on a _—_ Ne; 


Let us ſr the ſts in the twelfth and thirteenth 
chapters, and eſpecially the viſion of the ſecond beaſt, 


chaps 
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hap. X111 and xi. for, if theſe be underſtood, we ſhall have 
a key to unlock, not only the myſteries of the eleventh 
chapter, but of many others which follow. Now let us 
| paſs on to the twelfth chapter. Chapter xii, 3. And there 
_ appeared another wonder in heaven, and behold, a-great red 
dragon, having ſeven heads and ten horns, and ſeven crowns 
upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the flars 
of heaven, and did caſt them t9 the earth, &. [Moſt of the 
authors whom 1 have conſulted, though they allow this 
chapter to contain a repreſentation of the perſecutions of 
Pagan Rome, yet have ſtrangely ſpiritualized this dragon, 
ſo that whilſt we are cautioned of our danger from inviſible 
ſpirits, the true object is forgotten, and we beat the air. 


here can be no doubt, but the devil is a prineipal agent. 
in all tyrannies, eccleſiaſtical and civil; but what is here. 
_ repreſented by the moſt terrific imagery appears to be no 
other than that cruel civil tyranny of the Romans, which 
caſt down all the powers, and ſwept away all the remains 
of liberty in Europe, the then ſuppoſed third part of the 
world; and which, while the imperial head remained in 
full power, perſecuted with unrelentingeruelty, the church 
of Chriſt in its infancy; and under all the defpotiſms which 
have ariſen from it, has more or leſs, continued to oppoſe 
the kingdom of Chriſt. This dragon, therefore, repreſents 
the civil tyranny exerciſed by the Roman Emperors, and 
by their ſueceſſors in the ſeveral kingdoms which have 
ariſen out of the ruins of that empire; and eſpecially by 
thoſe who are now called the Zmperors of Germany, who 
profeſs, more immediately, to ſuecced the deſpots of an- 
cient Rome. While the firſt beaſt, in the next chapter, 
is the repreſentation of eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual tyranny, this 
Aragon repreſents civil 10 ranny. They have the ſame ori- 

t ii v-4 gin, n 


1989 
4 1 


10 SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


gin, and their juriſdiftion i is alike extenſive, and khbce they 
both appear with ſeven heads and ten horns. This dra- 
gon, we ſhall find, gave to the beaſt his power and his 
ſeat, and great authority ; but he till continued, and al- 
though wounded, remains to this day, nor has he ever 
ceaſed to practiſe deſtruction. All the world have wor- 
ſhipped him that gave power unto the beaſt; yea, ſo baſe 
and ſervile have men been, that they have paid divine ho- 
mage and paſſive obedience to their deſtroyer, and have 
aid, in the fulneſs of their folly, not only of ſpiritual ty- 
ranny, Whois like unto the beaſt! but of civil on, 
| Who is like unto the dragon ! 


Chapter the thirteenth, verſe the firſt. I eee OED 15 
ſand of the ſea, and ſaw a b:aft riſe up out of the ſea, having 
. ſeven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, 
and upon his head the name of blaſphemy.” All Proteſtants 
are agreed, that by this beaſt, the papal power, as exer- 
ciſed by the Biſhop of Rome, ſupported by his clergy, and 
by thoſe princes who have acknowledged his Juriſdiction, 
is intended. Ver. 11. And I beheld another beaſt coming 
up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb, and 
he ſpake as a dragon. And he exerciſeth all * the power of 
the firſt beaft before him, and cauſeth the earth, and them 
which dwell therein to worſhip the firſt beaſt,” &c. Dr. 
Doddridge, in his notes on this paſſage obſerves, «AsT. 
* look upon the former to be the papal power, I am ready, 
& with the beſt critics I know, to interpret this of the re- 
* Jigious orders of the church of Rome. This beaſt is ſaid 
« to aſcend from the earth, whereas the other aſcended 
« from the ſea, to make the diſtinction between them the 
© more remarkable : but what other myſtery may be ſug- 

cc * 1 cannot conjeture.” : Dr. Goodwin under- 


* Rev.! xiii. 18. | 
ſtands 
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ſtands by the firſt beaſt the temporal power which the Pope 
has received from the kings of the ten antichriſtian king- 
doms; and by the ſecond beaſt the ſpiritual power which 
the Pope and his clergy claim of binding and looſing, of 
pardoning fin, and of curſing men to hell. Mr. Lowman 
ſuppoſes it to repreſent the eccleſiaſtical princes of Germany, 
who have been ſuch great ſupporters of the power of the 
firſt beaſt, Moſt agree that although he is thus repreſented 
as a diſtin& beaſt, yet he riſes out of the empire of the firſt, 
and is ſubordinate to him.? But very inferior as I am to 
theſe learned men, I beg leave to propoſe a conjecture 
which I think has more weicht than at 11 view we er 
be __ to admit, 


May we not underſtand it of Lewis XIV. or at leaſt of 
that tyranny which the family of the Capets have exerciſed 
to the great oppreſſion of the Chriſtian church ; and to the 
deſtruction of mankind ? Why might not Lewis XIV. or 
the Capets and their tyranny be the objects of John's viſion, 
as well as Alexander or Antiochus, or any other tyrant, that of 
Daniel's? Read their political hiſtory and private memoirs. 
If preeminence in vice, oppreſſion, and murder, entitle to. 
this diſtinction, who ſo. abhorrent and vile? Who ſuch 
enemies to the truth of God, and the happineſsof mankind? 
Their tyranny has been the ſcourge of France, of Europe, 
and the world. What cruelties did Lewis XI V. eſpecially 


perpetrate 


* « It muſt, in all likelihood, gnify ſome diting perſecuting power, 
« of alike nature and kind with the firſt, ſupporting and advancing his 
% authority.” Lowman, p. * Where d ſeen the various Na 
ons on this ſubject. 8 

+ No country ever had fach a race of tyrants as Hnning nd till withis 
theſe few months there was not an Engliſhman who did aot wiſh this 


tyranny 
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perpetrate towards his Proteſtant ſubjects; and what devaſ- 
tation and woe did he ſpread over Europe in his cruel wars! 
Examine the deſeription. And I beheld another beaft 
coming up out" of the earth, and he had two horns, like a 
lamb, and he ſpake as a dragon.” John ſaw the other beaſt, 
the papal tyranny, (which is the uſurpation of a foreigner,) 
advance, plunging through the waves of that ſea of civil 


commotions, and religious contentions, - which at the time 


of his riſing agitated the Roman Empire, and what was 
called the-Chriſtiary church ; but this comes up out of the 
earth, it riſes. at home, and from circumſtances ſomewhat 


more ſettled, and in times not ſo agitated by commotions. 


If this be the beaſt in chapter xi. 7. which was to overcome 
and ſlay the witneſſes, (as I am thoroughly perſuaded it is) 
there we have a i more deſcriptive account of his origin. 
The beaſt which Ocean's: eh of: Who bottomleſs hs 70 Gugioy 


64 * a9 . 
: fiE ; * 


eyranny to be Saeed 1 dhe earth. The reftleſs and 885 ambition 
of the kings bf France and their court What in thefe Yew years, has occaſi- 

oned the ſlaughter of unnumbered thouſands of our ſriends and country- 
men, aod loaded us with a debt which makes all the nation groan, Not 


_ the; people of. France, let us remember, but their deſpots, againſt whoſe 
oppreſbons 1 they have lately riſen up, have been the authors of all theſe 
Seils. = And as long as the old ſyſtem remained, there was no hope of re- 


med y. How happy therefore would it have been for the ſurrounding na- 
tions, if the people df France had been permitted to ſettle their new con- 
ſtitution which promiſed peace and ſecurity to all their neighlours , as well 
te themſelves 1 But. for che interference of foreign 82 all would 


now have been peace. | 
hs 5 1 fIH7 


* Portions by the firſt beaſt's comirg up out the ſea, nothing more 


may he intended than that foreign juriſdidtion which the papacy | was to 


exerciſe; and by the fecond beaft's coming up out of the earth, thati his 
tyranny was to be domeſtic, and exerciſed rather over his own country than 
foreign nations. This agrees perfectly with the difference between the 


papal-pſurpations and the _ of Wan XIV. 
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r av v0v £ Tyc aBuoooy, not which aroſe or did aſcend; 


but which is riſing out of the abyſs, as if he were now riſing, 


or was juſt now become a perfect tyrant when he ſlew the 


| witneſſes. 


The ſecond beaſt is ſaid to come up out of the earth, but 


this from what our tranſlators render the bottomleſs pit, 


erijg uBuooov, from the abyſs, or pit, bog, or whirlpool of 
infinite depth. And from what a bog of viee, treachery and 
eruelty on the one hand, and of ſuperſtition, ſervility and 
baſeneſs on the other, did the French tyranny ariſe! Or 
if you pleaſe ſo to expreſs it, from a whirlpool which draws 
ww its vortex, and nn! up my thing, che ae 5 19 
to man. of - &. 


Hiſtorians have repreſented Lewis XIV. as raiſing the 
French monarchy to the pinnacle of its glory. And if 
pride and ambition, perſecution and bloodſhed conſtitute 
ſupreme glory, he did fo. But *he-wiſdom of the world ix 


foeliſhneſs with Gad. O the folly and cruelty of men! they 


create devourers, as if for the pleaſure of witneſſing and 
celebrating their exploits of blood; and even think it impi- 
ety to complain when their own turn arrives to de 
devoured! [2277.8 | 
How perfectly do theſe two deſeriptions of the ſecond 
beaſt agree! The angel deſcribes him as aſcending out of 


the abyſs; John ſees him ariſing. out of the earth. And 


what ſort of a ſpot may we ſuppoſe the theatre of his riſing 
to be? The choiceſt ſpot which nature can furniſh ? Ra- 
ther, where Behemoth *makes his bed, in the coverts of the 

Job. zl- 25 .: 7+. * 
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reeds and fens, from whence he drags his muddy limbs to 


play. 


And he had two horns like a lamb.” Here we may obſerve 
that the Bourbons, formerly kings of Navarre only; on the 
extinction of the family of Valois in 1589, which reigned 
over France 3 were become poſſeſſed of both kingdoms, and 
Henry IV. grandfather of Lewis XIV. in whom the 
kingdoms were united, took the titles of King of France 
and Navarre, Theſe were his two horns like a lamb. 


ec And he ſpate as a dragon. His profeſſion of that religion 


which teaches to be meek and harmleſs, preſents an appear- 


ance of innocence, but when he opens his mouth, the ac- 


cents are thoſe of a dragon, which beſpeak him formed for 
agrees perfectly with the French tyranny, and eds 
with Lew:s the XIV. who was at once a ſuperſtitious 


deyotee and a cruel deſpot; who though ſtiled the Mot 


Cbriſtian King, practiſed the enormities of the dragon, 
who made war with them, who kept the commandments of 
God, and had the teſtimony of Jeſus. Witneſs the 
perſecutions with which he harraſſed the Proteſtants, and his 
attempts to extirpate the reformed by the revocation of the 
Edict of Nants ; a perſecution more cruel than any fince 
the days of perſecution commenced. See Claude's Complaints 
of the Proteſtants. The Edict of Nants, iflued in 1598, 
granted to the Proteſtants the free exerciſe of their reli- 
gion; many churches in every part of France, and judges 


of re perſuaſion; a free acceſs to all places of honor 


Rev. xii, 17. 


and 


the mountains of ſlaughter, where all the beaſts of the field 
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and dignity, an hundred places as pledges of their future 
ſecurity, and funds to maintain both their miniſters and 
garriſons. But no ſooner was Lewis XIV. arrived to the 
years of manhood, than he formed the reſolution of 
deſtroying the Proteſtants. Did we not know him to have 
been a beaſt, we could hardly give credit to the report of 
the motive which puſhed this reſolution into practice. 
“Soon after he came to the crown,” ſays Mr. Claude, 
page 43. © there aroſe in the kingdom a civil war, which 
10 1 ſo ſharp and deſperate, as brought the tate within 

© a hair's breadth of utter ruin. Thoſe of the reformed 
religion ſtill kept their loyalty ſo inviolable, and accom- 
<< panied it with ſuch a zeal, and with a fervour ſo extraor- 


dinary, and ſo ſucceſsful, that the king found himſelf 


** obliged to give publick marks of it by a declaration made 
** at St. Germains in the year 1652. Then, as well at court 
* as in the armies, each ſtrove to proclaim loudeſt the 
** merits of the reformed.” But, can you believe that there 
is ſo much depravity in human nature? Their enemies 
faid, © If on thisoccaſion this party could preſerve theſtate, 
bas this ſhows likewiſe that they could have overthrown it ; 
© this party muſt therefore by all means, be cruſhed.” 
Lewis and the .bettors of his tyranny, inſtantly ſet about 
it. A thouſand dreadful blows,” ſays Mr. Saurin, 
e were ſtruck at our afflicted churches, before that which 
* deſtroyed them: for our enemies, if I may uſe ſuch an 


* expreſſion, not content with ſeeing our ruin, endea- 


« youred'to taſte it.” As ſoon as the kingdom was ſettled in 
peace they fell ypon them, and perſecuted them in every 
imaginable way. They were excluded from the king's 
houſehold, —from all employments of honor and profit, — 
all the courts o& Juſtice, erected by virtue of the Edict of 
Nants, 
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Nants, were aboliſhed, ſo that in all ou their enemies 
only were their judges, and in all the courts of juſtice the 
cry was, I plead againſt a heretic ; I have to do with a 
man of a religion odious to the ſtate ; and which the king 
is reſolved to extirpate. Orders were printed at Parts, 
and fent from thence to all the cities and pariſhes of the 
kingdom which empowered the parochial prieſts, church 
wardens, and others to make an exact inquiry into what- 


ever any of the reformed might haye done or ſaid for 
twenty years paſt, as well on the ſubje of religion as 
otherwiſe ; to make information of this before the juſtices 
of the peace, and puniſſi them to the utmoſt extremity. 
Thus, the priſons and dungeons were every where filled 


with theſe pretended criminals; orders were iſſued, which 


depri ved them in general of all ſorts of offices and employ- 


ments, from the greateſt to the ſmalleſt, in the farms, and 
revenues ; they were declared incapable of exerciſing any 
employ in the cuſtom-houſes, guards, treaſury, or poſt- 
office, or even to be meſſengers, ſtage-coachmen, or wag- 
goners. Naw a college was ſuppreſſed, and Shen a church 
ſhut up, and at length they were forbid to worſhip God in 
publick at all, by the revocation of the Edict of Nants in. 
1688. Naw, ſays Saurin, we were baniſhed, then we 


© were forbidden to quit the kingdom, on pain of death. 


Here we ſaw the glorious rewards of thoſe who betrayed | 
<« their religion; and there we beheld thoſe who had the 
« courage to confeſs it haled to a dungeon, a ſcaffold, or a 
ce oalley. Here, we ſaw our perſecutors drawing on a 
* fledge the dead bodies of thoſe who had expired on the 
« rack : there we beheld a falſe friar tormenting a dying 
* man, who was terrified on the one hand with the fear of 
hell if he apoſtatized ; and on the other, with the fear of 


* Claude's Comp.; &æ. p. 51. | 
Es | : .c« leaving 


** 
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« jeaving his children without bread, if he ſhould continue 
« jn the faith.” When the arguments of prieſts, ' and 
every other mean failed, cruel ſoldiers were quartered in 
their houſes to exert their ſkill in torments, to compel them 


to become Catholics. © They caſt ſome,” ſays Mr. 


Claude, © into large fires, and took them out when they 
« were half roaſted; they hanged others with ropes under 
c their arm-pits, and plunged them ſeveral times into 
«© wells, till they promiſed to renounce their religion; 


© they tied them like criminals on the rack, and poured 


« wine with a funnel into their mouths, till being intoxi- 
« cated, they promiſed to turn Catholics. Some they 
e {laſhed and cut with pen-knives ; ſome they took by the 

4 noſe, with red-hot tongs, and led them up and down the 

«© rooms till they promiſed to turn Catholics. Theſe cruel 
ce proceedings made eight hundred thouſand perſons quit 
« the kingdom.” And let us remember this ſame ſyſtem 
of deſpotiſm and perſecution remained till overthrown in 
1789. None of theſe cruel laws againſt the Proteſtants” 
were repealed, nor a particle of arbitrary power ſurrendered. 


In that country, it is eaſy then to perceive from 
whence the light of reformation firſt iſſued, and where 
there were more faithful witneſſes againſt the papal apoſtacy 
than in any other nation of the world ; and from whoſe 
number and influence, and the laws in their favor, the old 


perſecuting power was greatly reduced; ö there, the uncon- 


trolled reign of antichriſt was reſtored. 

«*"And he commanded Ah they ſhould make an image to the 
beaſt, which had the wound by a ſword and did live,“ i. e. 
This tyrant cauſed a ſyſtem of dominion to be adopted over 
conſcience, a ſyſtem of perſecution to be eſtabliſhed, Which 
EE was 
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was the image of the firſt papal beaſt ; for although it was 


not ſo extenfive a tyranny, as that exerciſed by the Pope, 
being confined. to one kingdom; yet it was the ſimilitude 
of it. And he had power to give life to the image of the 
beaft, that the image of the beaſt ſhould both ſpenk, and cauſe 


that as many as would not worſhip the image of the beaft ſhould 


be killed.” He gave new vigor to the dying papacy in France, 
and power to the-popiſh party to iſſue their mandates and 
command apoſtacy, on pain of death. As to the juggling 
tricks, and impious frauds mentioned in the thirteenth and 
* fourteenth venſes, they are as applicable to the im poſtures of 
this e as to thoſe of "my other, 


9 * 


25 
"has far, I think, the N is 3 and ang 
Lewis XIV. or the French tyranny, brought to perfection 


by him, to be the object of the viſion, it appears eaſy to be, 


underſtood ; but on every other hypotheſis, which I have 
ſcen, it is encumbered with inexplicable difficulties. Dr. 
* Deaaridge lays, „What the image of the beaſt is, diſtinct 
* from the beaſt itſelf, [ confeſs I now not.” | 


This part of our Inquiry, upon which matters of no 
ſmall i importance are ſuſpended, will I hope, be attentively 
conſidered ; as likewiſe whatſoever concerns this ſecond 
beaſt and the conformity of the tyrannic proceedings of 
Lewis to the character and conduct here predicted. The 
fact here contended for being proved, we have a maſter key 
to unlock the greater part of the prophecies before us, par- 
ticularly that in the eleventh chapter from ver. 7. And 
even thoſe leſſer myſteries contained in chapter xvi. and 2. 
where the firſt vial is poured out upon two deſcriptions of 
men; upon them who have the mark of the beaſt, papi/ts ; 


and upon thoſe who only was or TO, his image, thoſe 
Proteſtants 
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Proteflants who n 2 to as axtichriftian puny in 
Fi rance. . | 


10 Ind he 8 all, both ſmall and . rich al lr. 
free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in 
their forehead, and that no man might buy or fell ſave be that 
had the mark, ® or the number of his name.” There is, 
we deny not, a difficulty in ſo underftanding this part of the 
deſcription, as togiveaperſpicuous explanation. It is the plea- 
ſure of Heaven, that it ſhould be inveloped in confiderable 
obſcurity. I make no pretenſions to critical acumen, but 
it appears to me that here are two conditions repreſented of 
enjoying the loweſt rights of citizens, unlimited ſubmiſſion 
to the authority of the church, the Pope and his clergy ; 
and paſſive obedience to the deſpotiſm of this ſecond beaſt. 
Where theſe were refuſed no man might buy or ſell. With 
this deſcription the t cruel laws of Lewis, the fourteenth, 
reſpecting the freedom of companies and handicraft trades, 
by which the Proteſtants were hindered from earning bread 
for their families, perfectly . | | 


To exclude mankind form any of their civil rights, for 
their adherence to matters of conſcience, and to gratify A 
party, that that party, in return, may ſupport the views of 
ambitious men, is of the dragon and the-beaft ; but that to 
pleaſe the prieſthood, and ſtrengthen deſpotiſm, a man for being 
a Proteſtant ſhould be excluded from acting as a cuſtom- 
Houſe officer, a ſtage-coachman, or a waggoner, was a moſt 

It was cuſtomary to mark ſlaves and ſoldiers with ſome impreſſion on 
the hand or forehead, that it might_be knawn to what maſter or come 


mander they helonged ; and it was a practice alſo with e devout idolaters 
to mark themſelves with the fignature « of the goi they worſhipped. 10 


theſe cuſtoms, it is not to be queſtioned, there is here 12 alluſion. 


+ Claude's Completes of the Proteſtants, p. 55. 
wanton 
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wanton cxereiſe of antichriſtian power indeed; and this 
was the exact caſe in the matter under conſideration, for not 
only Leis, but Mazarine, his miniſter, and the other 
petty deſpots about the throne, found their account in theſe 
proceedings. In this manner did they get rid of 
a body of men who were dangerous enemies to their 
ſchemes of ambition. The court gratified the prieſts, and 
in return, the prieſts ſupported court meaſures, and helped 
Lewis, not only to get rid of theſe friends to liberty- and 
juſtice, but alſo, to cruſh the Parliaments, which till now 
eters. conſiderable power. | | 
But how ſhall we count the number of the name of the 
beaſt ? No man might buy or ſell ſave he that had the mark, 
or the name of the beaſt, or the number of his name. Here is 
wiſdom, let him chat hath underſtanding count the number of 
the beaſt, for it is the number of a man. Not to ſpecify par- | 
ticularly what others have ſaid about this number, there are 
two ways of calculating it which agree with Lewis the 
fourteenth, as the perſon in whom the French monarchy 
became a perfect beaſt. And the text ſuggeſts that there 
ſhould be two, the number of the beaſt, and the number of 
his name. The numeral letters in the name of Tapis, as 


written in Latin give 666. rs | 
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It was to be' the number of the name of the BP and 
the number "= man, or of a man's name. 
31 {COMER 8 
Although ſo much ſtreſs is not, 3 to be laid upon 
the following way of calculating this number of the ſecond 
beaſt, yet it is worth taking notice of; and poſſibly the 
Holy Spirit might point out that, by a remarkable provi- 
dence, a twofold way of counting this number ſhould be af- 
forded, that thus the identity of the perſon and tyranny, 
might be aſcertained with the greater evidence. Of this I 
| ſhall ſay nothing, but leave every one to his own judgment. 
The firſt way of calculating aſcertains the name of the man 
who ſhould bring the tyranny to perfection, the following, 
the length of time it ſhould be in perfecting; ſince the an- 
ceſtors of that man began it. And on examination we find, 
that from the time when Lewis Capet ſeized the throne of 
France, to the time, when the French, under Lewis XIV. | 
began that career of blood, which, for many years, proved 
ſo calamitous to Europe, and eſpecially to the Proteſtants, 
vas exactly 666 years. Lewis Capet ſeized the throne in 
987, Lewis XIV. came to the throne, on the death of his 
father Lewis XIII. in 1643, cameto his majority in 1652, 
and in the following year war was made upon Spain. Here 
he begins to riſe above the ſurface of that bog in which his 
tyranny had been gendering for 666 years, 


Thus, if I am not deceived, there is every proof, which 
can be expected, proof, which amounts much nearer to a 
demonſtration than is uſual on ſuch ſubjects, that the 
French monarchy, was the ſecond beaſt which came up 
out of the earth. And though I would guard againſt raſh 


confidence, I feel a erſuaſion which I cannot overcome, 
| . i that 
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that this is thi/trath- And if it be, the eonſequences which 
are united with it are tothe laſt degree intereſting, both to 
the church and to mankind at large 
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H A VING endeavoured, to prove that yr the 


fourteenth, or the tyranny of the Capets, as perfected by that 


unequalled deſpot, was repreſented to John in his viſion of 


the ſecond beaſt ; the h COR WER . dot. 


ene N 


„This inquiry . in it r 2 FO Who aue 
che witneſſes? 2. Who is to ſlay them, and where are their 
dead bodies to lie unburied ? 3. What length of time is 
intended by the 7hree days and a half, during which their 
dead bodies are to lie in the ſtreet of the great city? 4. 
What will bethe conſequences attending t their reſurrection? 


1. Who are | theſe 720 witneſſes? Ve will give power unto 
my two witneſſes, and they ſhall prophecy a thouſand two hun- 
dred and'threeſcore days clothed in ſackcloth.” The moſt pre- 


vailing opinion is, that the faithful miniſters of the goſpel, 


and all thoſe who bear teſtimony againſt the errors and uſur- 
pations of antichriſt, are intended; and that the number ws 
is mentioned i in allufion to the law of Moſes which required 


two witneſſes, at leaſt, to make a teſtimony valid, Biſhop 
Llyd ſuppoſes them to be the Waldenfes and Albigenſes, the 


early witneſſes in France and its vicinity, againſt the cor- 
ruptions of popery. Dr. More explains it of unpolluted 
prieſts and faithful magiſtrates. But I have long thought 
that, by theſe witneſſes, the ſpirit of prophecy intended the 
witneſſes for goſpel truth againſt the ſpiritual dominations 


and corrupt errors of the papal apoftacy ; and all thoſe who 


Rev. xi. 3. 


bear 
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bear witneſs for civil liberty againſt the tyrannics and op- 
preſſions of thoſe princes and governors, whoſe paſſions 
have enſlaved mankind and deſolated the earth. The 
number of theſe witneſſes has in general been but ſmall, 
yet, though they have propheſied i in ſackcloth, God in his 
good providence, has always preſerved to mankind a ſue- 
cefhon of both deſcriptions: Even wiſe and good men 
have not, perhaps, ſufficiently confidered the worth and 
importance of the witneſſes of the latter deſcription, in ful- 
filling the great deſigns of God's goodneſs towards men; 
and hence they have almoſt always interpreted this pro- 
pheey as relating to the Hate of religion” only; ; as If the 
ervil and political ſtate of men, were held in "Re! con- 


deration by the Lord of the whole earth. 90 Kg 


— 


112 ; . / 


w_ we Ha} dier the matter, the he fourth wh hp 
to confirm the foregoing ideas. And although what is ſaid 
in the f/7h and _fixth verſes is more obſcure,, yet as far as I 
Can underſtand them, they are not inapplicable to either of 
| theſe characters. 88 Theſe « are the two olive trees, and the, 
two candlefticks, flanding before the God of t: the whole earth. * 
We have long been uſed to affix to theſe two beautiful 
; tropes, olive trees and candleſticks, the idea of ſaints ; but 

this. is by no means eſſential, ſor they neceſſarily im- 
5 ply no more than excellence in that character which is ſuſ- 
tained, whether religious or civil. Alluſion is here made 
do the emblems under which Foſhua and Zerubbabel, were 
repreſented to the prophet Zechariah* ; one of whom was 
employed in re-eſtabliſhing, (after the captivity, and in a 
time of religious and civil perſecution) the religious, and 
the other the civil polity, of the 558 And what have 


2 L005 le ban 26 Rev! ak 4 
Zech. iv. and 14. 5 
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the champions, in all ages and in all countries, who have 
-- combated tyrants in the cauſe of liberty and juſtice ; as well 
as the advocates for the uncorrupted truth of Jeſus been, 
but golden candleſticks whoſe lights have illuminated this 
dark world, and which have at once made conſpicuous, the 
rights of men and the enormities of oppreſſors the truth 
of Jeſus and the impieties of antichriſt? And but for the 
zeal of both theſe, in their different characters, being kept 
burning, by that oil of benevolence towards man, and love 
to the truth of God's word, which the olive trees repre- 
ſent; the earth had been involved in univerſal darkneſs, 
and the triumphs of oppreſſion and error had been com- 
pleat. 


What follows is ſtill more highly figurative. And - 
if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their 
mouth, and devoureth their enemies.“ And if uny man will 
hurt them, he muſt in this manner be killed. Theſe have 
power to ſhut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their 
prophecy : and have power over waters to turn them to blood, 
and to ſmite the earth with all plagues as often as they will.“ 
What is here affirmed, has never been literally ful- 
filled, nor is it likely that it ever will. There is ſome 
ſimilarity between theſe plagues and thoſe to be in- 
flicted under the firſt four vials. © There,” on the pouring 
out of the firſt vial, *©* there fell a grievous ſore upon the 
men who had the mark of the beaſt, and upon them wha wor- 
| ſhipped his image“; here, the witneſſes ſmite the earth with all 
plagues.” —There, on the pouring out of the ſecond and 
third vials, the ſea and the rivers became blood; here, the 


* Rev. xi. 5, 
+ Rev. xi. 6. 


D | iel 


© 


— — PP 
o * - 


— 
—— 


- — 
4 — ſ— —_—_ 33 


— ws 
3 A i 
2 * e 5 A DN IE N en 


26 SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


witneſſes turn the waters into blood, and reſtrain the rain 
of heaven. There, on pouring out the fourth vial upon 
the ſun, men were ſcorched with great heat; here, fire 
proceeds out of the mouths of the witneſſes to devour their 
enemies. May not this highly figurative deſcription, be 
made more intelligible thus? The witneſſes for religious 
truth and civil liberty, although they ſhall defend their cauſe 
under great oppreſſions; yet ſuch, under the providence of 
God, ſhall be the effect of their zeal, eloquence, and ex- 
ertions, in the cauſe of God and man, that they ſhall oc- 
caſion great vexations to their enemies, and Kindle a fire, 

which in the end, ſhall conſume their oppreſſors, and their 

ſyſtems together. And ſuch advantages ſhall they have, 

ſrom the ſpirit of their attacks, and the ſucceeding provi- 

dence of God, that, from the mode of war which will 
then prevail, fire will ſeem to iſſue from their mouths, and 
deſtroy their oppoſers,* Such ſhall be the effects of their 

arguments and exertions on the minds of men, that the 
political heavens ſhall refuſe to yield that rain which uſed 
to ſwell thoſe rivers that fed the great fea of oppreſſion. 
And all the rivers ſhall be dry.” Such ſhall be the effects 


* In this viſion which John had, we muſt ſuppoſe, that the par- 


ties in their conflicts paſſed in review before him. As fire- arms 


were then unknown, it was not poſſible for John, when he ſaw a 
viſion of one of our modern battles, to underſtand the principles of what 
he ſaw, unleſs he was favored with particular inftruQtion from the an- 
gel; and which, as it was not neceſſary, is not probable. Suppoſe 
then, that on the riſing ground before him, he ſaw the armies of the 
witneſſes and of their oppoſers, diawn up in battle-array. The wits, 
neſſes, of courſe, occupying the higheſt ground in the ſcene, and po- 
ſeſſing moſt of his attention. The conflict commences, He ſees the fire 


run from column to column along the ranks, and hears the thunder, 


He beholds the enemy fall, and the witneſſes triumphant. In ſuch a 
viſion the fire would ſeem to come out of their mouths and devour 


thar encmies, | | 
| | of 
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of their unexampled efforts in the cauſe of truth and juſ- 
tice, in the cauſe of injured man; that in the end, 
avenging juſtice ſhall turn upon their enemies, and render 
to them according to their deeds. If ſomething of this 
kind be not meant by theſe powers which are given to the 
witneſſes, I own, I am at an utter loſs to conceive what 


the Holy Spirit intended. 


 And*%henthey had finiſhed their teflimany,” i. e, when the 
thouſand two hundred and threeſcore days are about to 
draw to a concluſion, **the beaſt that aſcendeth out of the 
bottomleſs pit, ſhall make war againſt them and kill them.” 
Here our ſecond queſtion preſents itſelf, Who, or what 
is it, that is ſet forth by this beaſt ? | 


If the poſition reſpecting the ſecond beaſt in the thir- 
teenth chapter be made good, I anſwer, the French tyranny 
under Lewis the fourteenth, who came up out of the bot- 
tamleſs quagmire. For as the abyſs does not neceſſarily 
mean what is commonly underſtood by the bottomleſs pit, 
hell, (though in a ſenſe, from thence he came,) there ap- 


' pears a peculiar propriety in thus explaining it: for taken 


altogether, and conſidering that ſome particular part of the 


antichriſtian city, is to be the ſcene of the ſufferings, death 


and reſurrection of the witneſſes, the beaſt deſcribed in this 
eleventh chapter, agrees better with the ſecond beaſt in the 
thirteenth chapter, than with the fit. And let us remem- 
ber it muſt be one of them, or wecreate a third beaſt which 
was not ſhewn to John in any of the following explanatory 
viſions ; and it is not probable that ſo intereſting an object 
uould be preſented in this miniature picture, which is not 
to be found in any of thoſe which are on a larger ſcale. 

| | „ 


* 
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With Lewis it perfectly agrees. We have heard how he 

made war, both upon the witneſſes for the pure religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and upon thoſe for civil liberty too, and flew 


them. By his continued and Es arr, perſecutions and 
| uſur- 


* There is no nation 8 which, firſt and laſt, has produced ſuch 
a number of faithful witneſſes againſt papal corruptions and tyrannies, 
as France. No people have ſo long a liſt of martyrs and confeſſors to 
ſhow, as the Proteſtants of that country; and there is no royal family 
in Europe which has ſhed, in the ſupport of Popery, half the blood 
which the Capets have ſhed. Who deluged the earth with the blood of 
the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, that inhabited the ſouthern parts of 
France, and bore teſtimony againſt the corruptions and uſurpations of 
Rome ?— The cruel kings of France, flew above a million of them. — 
Who ſet on foot, and headed the executioners of the maſſacre of Bar- 
tholomew, which laſted ſeven days, and in which near fifty thouſand 
Proteſtants were murdered in Paris, and twenty-five, thouſand more in 
the provinces ?—The royal monſters of France. A maſſacre this, in 
which neither age nor ſex, nor even women with child, were ſpared ; 
for the butchers had received orders to ſlaughter all, even babes at the 
breaſt, if they belonged to Proteſtants, - The king himſelf Rood at the 
windows of his palace, endeavouring to ſhoot thoſe who fled, and cry- 
ing to their purſuers, kill em, kill en. For this maſſacre public rejoic- 
ings were made at Rome, and in other Catholic countries. Hundreds 
of thouſands of Proteſtants were ſlain in the civil wars of France, for 
their attachment to their principles, But as if Lewis XIV had deter- 
mined to outdo all his predecet'ors in perſecution, he perpetrated, by 
the baſe inſtruments of his deſpotiſm, all the enormities connected with 
the revocation of the edif of Nants. Thoſe who wiſh to ſee a full account 
of the cruelties of this horrid perſecution, a perſecution which did not 
wholly ceaſe till the Revolution in 1789, may conſult Mr. Claude's Com- 
plaints of the Proteſtants of France, After ſetting forth the unheard-of 
barbarities which were praQtiſed previous to the revocation of this edict, 
and enumerating the articles of the edi& which cruſhed the cauſe of 
Proteſtantiſm in that country; he ſays, (p. 114.) „In the execution of 
44 this edict, in the very ſame day that it was regiſtered and publiſhed 
at Paris, they began to demoliſh the church at Charenton. The oldeſt 
© miniſter thereof (Mr. Claude was commanded to leave Paris within 


four and twenty hours, and forthwith to quit the kingdom. His 
| colleagues 


N 
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uſi aipatibne, and particularly by the revocation of tbe Edict 
of Nants, he flew the former eſpecially, but with them the 
greater part of thoſe of the latter deſcription ; for the true 


friends of religion and of religious liberty, if they*know any 
thing 


© colleagues were little better treated, they gave them forty-eight hours 
„to leave Paris. The reſt of the miniſters were allowed fifteen days. But 
« itcan hardly be believed to what vexations and cruelties they were ex- 
% poſed, they neither permitted them to diſpoſe of their eſtates, nor to 
© carry away with them any of their moveables. Beſides, they would 
© not give them leave to take along with them, either father or mo- 
Ather, brother or ſiſter, or any of their kindred, though they were 
© many of them infirm, decayed, and poor, who could not ſubſiſt bat 
* by their means. They went ſo far as even to deny them their own 
“children, if they were above ſeven years old; nay, ſome they took 
© from them that were under that age, and even ſuch as yet hanged on 
their mothers breafts; and refuſed them nurſes for their new- born 
L infants, which the mothers could not give ſuck to. In ſome fron» 

tier places they ſtopped, under various pretences, the baniſhed mi- 
© niſters, and put them in priſen. Then after they had thus detained 
© them, they would tell them, that the fifteen days of the edi& were 
expired, and they could not now have liberty to retire, but muſt be 
© ſent to the gallics,”” | 


As to the reſt, whom the force of perſecution and hard uſage conſtrain- 
ed to leave their houſes and eſtates, and fly the kingdom; it is not to be 
imagined what dangers they expoled themſelves to. Never were orders 
more ſevere, or more ftrit than thoſe that were given againſt them. 
They doubled the guards in ſea-port cities, high ways and fords; they 
covered the country with ſoldiers; they armed even the peaſants, either 
to ſtop or kill thoſe that paſſed. By theſe means they quickly filled all 
the priſons in the kingdom ; for the dread of the dragoons, who were 
quartered upon them to oblige them to embrace popery; the horror of 
ſeeing their conſciences forced and their children taken from them, and of 
living for the future in a land, where there was neither juſtice nor huma- 
nity for them; obliged every one to think of eſcape, and to abandon all to 
fave their perſons. All the poor priſoners have been treated with unheard 
of rigour, confined in dungeons, loaded with heavy chains, almoſt ſtarved 


with hunger, and deprived of all converſe but with their perſecutors. 
| They 
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thing of their principles, are the firmeſt friends of civil li- 
berty alſo ; as that which is moſt intimately connected with 
the defigns of Chriſt, and the triumphs of that uncorrupted 
truth wherewith Chriſt hath made us free. 


But does not this perfect his beaſtly e He it 
was alſo, who gave the death-wound to the civil liberties of 
France, by taking from the Parliaments all their remaining 
power, and from France every ſhadow of freedom. Their 
ancient conſtitution had been long impairing. It was un- 
dermined by the crafty Lewis the XI. and had been nearly 


| ſwept away by the daring and ſanguinary councils of Riche- 


lieu under Lewis the X III. The aſſembly of the ſtates had 


They put many into monaſteries where they have 8 the mot 
of cruelties. Some indeed have been ſo happy as to die, in the midſt of 
their torments ; but others have at length ſunk under the weight of the 
temptation ; and ſome again by the extraordinary aſſiſtance of God's 
grace, do till ſuſtain it with an heroic courage. This was the ſtate of 
things [ p. 122 ] in the latter end of the year 1685, and the full accom- 
pliſhment of the threats the clergy had made us three years before, to- 
wards the end of their pretended paſtoral letter, in which they ſay, 
Ye muſt expect miſeries incomparably more dreadful and intolerable, than ali 
thoſe which hitherto your revolt and your ſchiſm have drawn upon you. And 
truly they have not been worſe than their word.“ Cruel clergy ! are 
theſe the miniſters of the merciful Jeſus ? Fiends from hell! Cruel go- 
vernment ! Are theſe the powers which are ordained of God, ard which 
men. are bound to obey on pain of the divine diſpleaſure? To maintain 
ſuch a poſition is a ſlander on the juſtice and goodneſs of the Creator. 


When this bloody religion and ſuch inhuman tyrannies fall, and their 


baſe inſtruments periſh, under the vengeance of the oppreſſed, is it any 


wonder that the angels ſhout,***thou art righteous,0 Lord, they have ſhed the 


blood of ſaints and prophets, and thou haſt given them blood to drink, for they 
are worthy.” Shall not God take vengeance ? He ſurely will. He hath 
promiſed that he will. The falſe friends of Chriſtianity, and all the 
creatures of tyranny will howl and cry, Alas! alas! that great city] But 
God will ſay, Rejoice over her FEY heaven. e ts mine 1 will e pay. 
| | been 
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been diſuſed ever ſince the beginning of this monarch's 
reign. The laſt time of its meeting was in the year 1614. 
But all civil liberty did not then expire. Its compleat ex- 
tinction was left for this tyrant. ** For heretofore *” (ſays 
Puffendorf, in the ſtyle of a court ſycophant) “ the parlia- 
« ment of Paris uſed to oppoſe the king's deſigns, under a 
5 pretence that they had ſuch a right.” That the king 
could not do any thing of moment without its conſent ; 
but the king has taught it only to intermeddle with * | 
cial buſineſs, and ſome other concerns, which the King! now 
and then, i is pleaſed to leave to its deciſion.“ 

Thus dene liberty, then periſhed the renowned re- 
formers of France, whoſe faithfulneſs will be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance, and whoſe ſufferings will be avenged 
in the downfal of that tyranny which inflicted them. For 
though heir dead bodies ſhall lie in the ſtreet of the great 
city, which ſpiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where alſo 


* Thus did this tyrant eſtabliſh a perfe& deſpotiſm, and from his 
days to the time of the revolution in 1789, the people were ſtrangers to 
both civil and religious liberty. It is true that perſecution and violenee 
have not continued ever fince to rage in the ſame degree. If they had, 
that kingdom muſt have been depopulated, and not an obje left to be 
tyrannized over; and not only that country laid waſte, but all the ac- 
ceſſible world. The ſame ſyſtem of oppreflion was purſued, though not 
always to the ſame length ; the ſame tyrannic laws continued in force 
and were exerciſed, whenever the king or his ceurtiers conceived it 
neceſſary for the promotion of theirmeaſures. The late baniſhments and 
impriſonments of the members of the parliament of Paris, for refuſing 
to regiſter thoſe loans [becauſe they thought them oppreſſive to the peo · 
ple] which the court demanded, are in every ones memory. And 
though ſome, to anſwer their own unworthy purpoſes, may endeavour 
to perſuade us to the contrary, yet to the diſintereſted and diſpaſſionate 
theſe tyrannic proceedings appear manifeſtly to have been the things | 
which haſtened the downfal of the unhappy Zewzs the ſixtetenth. 
| aur 
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eur Lord was crucified ;” and though the people * kindreds 
and tongues, and nations ſee their dead bodies, three days and a 
half, and fhall not ſuffer them to be put into graves,” though 
few or none of the nations will, comparatively * have any 
pity on them, to yield them aſſiſtance, or do for them any 
office of humanity, but may even rejoice over them (many 
of them at leaſt) and make merry, and ſend gifts one to ano- 
ther becauſe theſe two prophets who tormented them, are 
Hain, though inſtead of aſſiſting them, they may wiſh their 
everlaſting extinction, or exert themſelves ever ſo much 
againſt them—when the days are fulfilled, they ſhall 
awake in their children and ſucceſſors, and ſhake and over- 
turn from its deepeſt foundations, the tyranny which ſlew 
them. And after three days and a half, _ * life 
from God entered into them.” 


* This indifference is + confiſtent with the aſylum which the 
hunted Proteſtants of France, who could efcape from their country, 
found in the neighbouring ſtates and kingdoms ; for whatever ſympathy 
5 individuals might feel; and all true Chriſtians certainly felt; and 
| | | though for the ſake of their manufaQories, property, increaſe of popu- 
| lation, and in pity for their ſufferings, they received and encouraged 
4 them, yet what nation ever armed in their defence or even moved a finger, 

comparatively, for the relief of all the millions, who were firſt unarm- 

ed, and then offered the mark of the beaſt, or baniſhment, the gallies, 
the dungeon, the rack, and death? What Proteftant nation did any 
thing worth calling an exertion in favour of all the thouſands and 
hundreds of thouſands, which w hunted, like wild- beaſts, by popifh 


* | prieſts and their blood-hounds; and driven from their country, or 
murdered,---of all the thouſands and tens of thouſands who for a good 
conſcience were torn from their families, immured in dungeons, con- 
demned to the gallies, or delivered over to the inſolence and cruelty of 
dragoons ? --- Not one ! But the fall of that tyranny, which inflicted 
theſe enormities, produces a ſhock which is felt from one end of the 
earth-to the other. Whence is 8 ? Ny : 
| | Here 


en Re GT a . — — — ˙— 2 * 
N wt F 0 —_ C „ —— So an > $a. 

2 2 pn . * 5 4 1 W we» a 
A * 6 


= 
— — 
4 2 . « * F = — - 
ee ee ee et V EE a CR I INS hy 
* 


| 
[ 


N 26,5960 
— . 


1 


—— — — 
— — 
. 


SIGNS OF TH TIMES. 33 


Here the /hird queſtion preſents itſelf. Mat duraticr 
| of time are we to underſtand by theſe three days and a 
„ | | 


Before I offer my interpretation of this number, there is 
one conſideration which claims a previous attention. On 
a careful examination, we ſhall find in all the predic- 
tions of the prophets, that although they give us aſſur- 
ance of the facts, yet the time of thcir accompliſhment 
is left in a ſtate of uncertainty. And even where dates are 
fixed, as in the predictions reſpecting the return of the 
Jews from Babylon, after 70 years captivity ; and the 
appearance of the Meſſiah after 70 weeks, or 490 years; 
yet the commencement of theſe periods is involved in 
obſcurity, till light is thrown upon them by the event, 
It never was intended that men ſhould know with certainty 
when any future event is to take place, and this for an ob- 
vious reaſon. The prophecies, we ſhould remember, were 
deſigned not to gratify our curicſity, but to confirm our 
faith in the truth of the divine word, by their accomplith- 
ment. And hence the neceſſity that theſe three days and a 
half ſhould have a different meaning from the common 
prophetic days, that thus the time might not ſo eaſily be 
aſcertained till the accompliſhment ſhould kad men to 
their true intention. Were the prophecies ſo clear that 
every one could preciſely know the circumſtances and the 
time to which they refer, hindrances, if we may ſpeak | 
thus, would be thrown in the way of God's defigns, and, 
in many caſes, a check would be given to the neceffary ex- 
ertions and purſuits of men. All the latter part of the laſt 
century, thinking people of all countries, were expecting the 
accompliſhment of the 1260 years, (the time of the beaſt's 


power.) On the revocation of the Edict of Nants, the 
| — whole 
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whole Proceſiant world, and eſpecially t the poor * afflicted 
French, were of opinion that the unequalled perſecutions 
which were then endured were the ſlaying of the witneſſes, 
and they were on tiptoe, looking for the end of the three 
days and a half. 1 What is here laid down, particularly, 
that the days here ſhould have a different meaning from thoſe 
other days in this book, being granted; (as I think it muſt} 
let us proceed to ſeek an anſwer to this very intereſting 
queſtion. I pat length of time is intended by "oy three 
days and a hal, If of 


My anſwer is, that days in this 11th ver. are the ſame 
with months in the 2d. ver. or if you pleaſe, lunar days, 
reckoning as the Jews did, thirty days to a month, and as 
is the method in calculating the above forty-two months, 
to make them agree with the 1260 days in ver. 3. 


The 


One of them, Peter Furien, ſays,e®* I know not from what time 
% God ſhall pleaſe to begin the reckoning of the three years and a half, 
% Not but that 1 ſtrongly hope, that God intends to begin it at the time 
2 of the revocation of the edit of Nantz, but this does not riſe to à full 
& affurance.” No, it did not comport with the deſigns of God that 
any man ſhould certainly know before the accompliſhment. 

+ See Biſhop Newton on the Prophecies in locun. 

} Some have ſuppoſed that theſe three days and a half are to be reck- 
bned as we reckon the time, and times, and half a time, Chap. xii, 14. 
taking them for Jewiſh years, and then reckoning the days for years, 
1. e. 1260 years, But this is ſubverſive of all that is ſaid from the 
ſeventh verſe and on; it makes the whole duration of their prophe- 
Tying the ſame with their finiſhing it. And on this ground, the idea of 

lunar days or months, ſeems a vaſt deal more kafþle. 


Originally, the Jews meaſured their month he ſun, and then every 
month conſiſted of thirty days. But after they came out of Egypt they 
Meaſured them by the courſe of the mpony Ind then the firſt was of 


thirty 
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Thirty multiplied by three, adding fiſteen for the half 
day, makes 105, When this way of reckoning firſt 
occurred to my mind, I had no idea of the events 
which this number connected; for I did not recol- 
Ic& the year when the Edict of Nants was revoked, 


But looking over Puick's Synodicon, I found it to be 
October 18th, 1685, to which if 105 be added, it brings 
us to 1790, Take off a few months, (if that ſhould be 
thought neceſſary,) for the event taking place before the 
half day is quite expired, and it brings us to 1789, when the 
witneſſes were to be quickened. Whether this may ſtrike 
others as it ſtruck me, when [I firſt obſerved the coincidence, 
I cannot tell ; but, from this agreement of the number 
105, with the time which elapſed between one of the 
greateſt perſecutions that was ever experienced by Chriſti- 


ans, and this wonderful revolution which has taken place, 
a thouſand ideas ruſhed upon my mind. Is it probable, 
is jt poſſible, that this can be the quickening of the wit- 
nefſes? What! the olive-trees! the candleſticks! I have 
always ſuppoſed theſe to be ſaints! * And can- that zeal 
which hath fired Frenchmen, to combat for civil and re- 
ligious liberty, be the ſpirit of life from God! Is this re- 


thirty 4 the next of twenty-nine, and ſo alternately; that which had 
thirty days was called a complete month, and that which had but twenty- 
nine an incomplete month, From change to change are 29 days 12 hours 
and 44 minutes. And it may not be amiſs to recollect that one lunar month 
is the length of the moon's day, for ſhe turns round her axis exactly ia 
the time that ſhe goes round the earth. 
* There are doubtleſs many characters among the French reformers 
| who deſerve not the honourable title of witneſſes ; but was there ever a 
cauſe, however good, which agitated a nation, in which ſome bad 
characters did not mingle with the excellent ? A mixture of good and 
evil ſeems inſeparable from the preſent ſlate of things. 


ſurrection 


— — 
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ſurrection, in the viſion, the riſing to this civil and religious 
liberty previous to better days? I will do all that I can to 
difcover the truth. 

We have long been praying, thy a come, and is there 
probability that the preludes to ĩt are arrived, the *earthquakes, 
which ſhake the kingdoms of the world, the ſigns in heaven 
above, and on the earth beneath : the darkening of the ſun and 
moon and the falling of the ſtars from heaven? And ſhall we be 
unconcerned about the ſigns of the times? It is deſerving the 
moſt ſerious examination whether the revolution in France, 
be the beginning of the fulfilment of this prophecy. I fay 
beginning, foraccording to the prophecies, if this be the event 
pointed out by the reſurrection of the witneſſes, we have 
as yet ſeen but the dawn of what is to come, nor ſhall we 


perhaps for ſome time. Black and conflicting clouds will 


darken the hemiſphere and obſcure our proſpect ; but they 


. will ſpend themſelves and vaniſh. But were we ſure that 
this event is what we conjecture, yet no man could ſay, 


how long it would be before the ſpirit of life from God 
would, in that larger degree, which we look for, enter into 


the witneſſes for goſpel truth; for they may be quickened 
with political life and yet remain ſometime with a ſmall 


" of . e life. But, 4:1 


Here the fourth gueſtion, which this Inquiry about the 
witneſſes ſuggeſts, ariſes, What are to be the conſequences 
of their reſurrection? Although a general idea may be 
formed of that which is to take place, yet it does not appear 
poſſible to mark out with certainty, what relates to future 


* Every one that is acquainted with prophetic language knows that 
theſe are figurative reprefentations of commotions in nations and of the 
fall of princes and great men.' | 

= events, 
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events, wrapt up in figures like thoſe which follow in this 
book. But we may conjecture; our part is to compare 
thoſe events which have taken place with the predictions, 
and judge how far the prophecies are fulfilled, and not pry 
into futurity with an over- anxious curiofity. Verſe 11.* And 


after three days and a half the ſpirit of life from God entered 
into them. When their enemies thought them periſhed for 


ever, then, as under an impulſe from“ God, an unexam- 
pled zeal, for liberty and t truth, ſuddenly actuated them, 


« And they flood upon their feet, and great fear fell upon them 
that ſaw them. And they heard @ great voice from heaven 
ſaying unto them, come up hither. ” The ſupreme power, by 
aboliſhing the laws under which they ſuffered political 
death, invited them to quit their ſtate of bondage, and aſ- 
ſume equal liberty with their fellows—** And they aſcended 


* The expreſſions, The ſpirit of life from Cod; and a great voice from 
heaven, are Jewiſh phraſes ; for when that people would repreſent any 
thing as very great, or out of the common way, they ſaid it was from the 
Lord, and [rom heaven, as, an evil ſpiru from the Lord troubled him, i. e. a 
very evil ſpirit, The trees of the Lord are full of ſap, i. e. the im- 
menſely large cedars of Lebanon. How art thou fallen from heaven! i. e. 
from what a height of dignity and greatneſs ! 

+ Although the French people are actuated by an aſtoniſhing non] for 
civil and religious liberty, yet their character ſeems very far from agree» 
ing with what we expect from the witneſſes for goſpel truth. In the 

things of religion they appear to be no farther enlightened at preſent, 
than to ſee the rights of 'conſcience and the abſurdities and cruel op- 
preſſions of the papal ſyſtem, This is certainly an important part of 
truth, and what promiſes to pave the way for the triumphs of pure reli- 
gion; and perhaps, conſidering the greatneſs of that darkneſs emerged 
from, it may be as much as could rationally be expected at the beginning 
of ſuch a reformation. But of true godlineſs there appears but little at 
preſent; and it is to be feared that they, as well as moſt other nations, 
muſt endure great ſufferings, before we ſhall ſee that repentance, which. 


muſt precede che happy days promiſed in God's word, 


up 


. 
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up to heaven.” To a more dignified ſtate- 


mies beheld them. Their old oppreſſors, and their abettors, 
contemplated the change which was tak ing place, both with 


afſtoniſhmentand malice — And the ſame hour there was a 

| great earthquake, and a tenth part of the city fell.“ Inſtantly, 
on theſe witneſſes for civil and religious liberty, being 
ſtirred up, as by a ſupernatural impulſe on their minds, to 
claim and vindicate their impreſcriptible rights, this mo- 
narchy, which is one of the ten horns of the papal beaſt, 
or one of the ten ſtreets of the antichriſtian city,“ was ſo 
agitated by the conflict between the witneſſes for liberty, 
and the ſupporters of deſpotiſm ; that , fell, and its abo- 
minable oppreſſions iſſued in its utter ruin; and that as 
in one hour. The progreſs of liberty, in the deſtruction 
of eſtabliſhed tyrannies, is generally flow ; and that which 
was ages in erecting, is ages alſo in pulling down; but, 
the change of things here, is not according to the common 
courſe of events ; the witneſſes awake, the conflict com- 
mences, and the tyranny falls, as in one hour. 


And in the earthquake were ſlain of men ſeven thouſand.” 7 
Thus it is in our tranſlation ; but in the original it is, 


« There were Alain + ſeven thouſand names of men.” The 


violence of war uſed to be directed againſt the perſons of 


men, but now againſt their names. — Thoſe titles and pri- 


vileges, under the ſhield of which, they have been wont to 
commit, with impunity, ſo many cruel ron 


75 See By. Newton, Dr. Goodwin, Mede, end Lowman on this paſſage. 


t By ſeven thouſand we are not to ſuppoſe, that exactly this number 


is to periſh, By a common figure of ſpeech, it is a certain number 


for an uncertain. Or, as a perfect number, it may intend all, i. 6. all 
the titles of men ia that country. 
And 


«And their ene- 
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= And the remnant gave glory to the God of heaven.” After 
a violent conflict, for ſome time, between the witneſſes and 
their oppoſers, the former prevailed, and thoſe who had 
been rather ſpectators of the conteſt than actors in it, 
united themſelve to their cauſe; and thus, though, at 
leaſt, many of them, might not be actuated with theſe 
views, they glorified God in promoting his grand and good 
deſigns in this change of things which he was now effeRt- | 
ing, in the overthrow of antichriſtian deſpotiſm and per- 
ſecution. * Ye can diſcern the face of the ſky, but can 
ye not diſcern the ſigns of the times? u Why even of your- 
ſelves judge ye not what is right t- Ah! the anſwer to 
this queſtion is too obvious. ——Ths Lord forgive them, 
who, to promote their own defigns, have blinded your 
eyes and perverted. your judgment In doing this they 
have But, he Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice” — 
Clouds and darkneſs are round about him; but righteouſneſs 
and judgment are the habitation of his throne. & 


«© The ſecond woe 15 paſt, and behold the third woe cometh 
quickly.” The two former woes reſpecting the Saracens 


and Turks; which are denominated-2woes, on account of 


the terrible calamities which they occafioned to mankind ; 
being now paſſed by, and this internal commotion, in the 
country where the witneſſes firſt begin to ariſe, pretty well 
ſettled ; behold a ſtate of things follows, which introduces 
2 ſcene replete with woe ! 


* Math. xvi. 3. 
+ Luke xii. 57. 
$9; 2003735266 © 


| y Rev. Xi. 14. 
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Ver. 1 5. © Behold the third woe cometh quickly. And the 
ſeventh angel ſounded, and there were great voices in hea- 
ven, ſaying, the kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
dams of the Lord, and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for 
ever and ver. We are not to underſtand by this, that, 
on the ſounding of the ſeventh trumpet, the kingdom of 
righteouſneſs, peace and univerſal happineſs is inſtantly to 
commence ; but that that great ſcene now opens, which is 
to prepare the way for it. The erghteenth verſe obliges us 
to interpret it thus: The nations were angry, and thy 
wrath is come, and the time of the dead that they ſhould 
be judged. The time when thou wilt avenge the blood 
which tyrants have ſhed—and deſtroy them which haue de- 
Rriroyed the earth. The nations will be enraged at this 
change of things, and unite to oppoſe it, and great woes 
are to follow. Woes, which all deſcriptions of men, it 
is likely, will feel, that they may be brought to repen- 
tance ; but which will, in their iſſue, fall chiefly upon the 
heads of antichriſtian oppreſſors, the upholders of the pa- 
pacy. Now the angels begin to pour out the vials of the 
wrath of God; for, as we have already obſerved, this 
chapter contains a complicated vifion of a long courſe of 
events, in miniature, which is afterwards illuſtrated by 


ga diſtin& viſions on a larger ſcale. 


But bites we enter upon the conſideration of the vials, 
permit me to adduce ſome authoritics, which, eſpecially if 
we conſider the time when they were written, more than a 
hundred years ago, tend very much to ſtrengthen the ar- 
gument in favor of my hypotheſis, reſpecting the wit- 
neſſes; their ſlaying and reſurrection. The firſt I ſhall 
mention is Peter Furieu, a French Proteſtant miniſter, 


| ® Rev, xi, 15, . 
; | N whoſe 
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whoſe works were publiſhed in Engliſh in 1687. He 
ſays, * The tenth part of the city which here fell, will, 
at ſome future time, appear to be the kingdom of France, 
where a revolution will take place about the year 1785, 
and a ſeparation from the papacy follow, when the names 
of Monks and Nuns, of Carmelites and Auguſtines, Do- 
minicans, &c. ſhall periſh for ever, and all thoſe vain 
titles and armorial bearings, which ſerve for ornament and 
pride, ſhall vaniſh; and brotherly love make all men 
equal. Not that there ſhall be no diſtinctions, for it is 
not a kingdom of anarchy; but government ſhall then be 
without pride and infolence ; without tyranny and violence, 
and ſubjeas ſhall obey their governors with an humble 
ſpirit.” The time required, according to this author, 
after the quickening of the witneſſes, (i. e. from the time 
of the revolution) to deſtroy antichriſt, will be twenty or 
twenty-five years; and that it will take about ſeventy 
years more for the aboliſhing of ſects and parties among 
Chriſtians, and for the converfion of the Jews and Hea- 
thens. And all this,” he ſays, © cannot be brought 
about without confuſion and tumult. The popifh gmpire 

cannot fall; but it muſt cauſe bland and a * noiſe,” 

Thus far Turiew PE 1 


51 8 who! wrote a Wande ig fry years 
fince, in his Eæpgſilion upon the Revelations, Part I. Chap. 7. 
has a great deal which is as aſtoniſhing as it is appoſite 
to the preſent argument. He ſays (ſect. 6.) The ſaints 
and churches of France, God has made a wonder to me 
in all his proceedings towards them, firſt and laſt; and 

would ſeem ſome great and ſpecial honour reſerved 
for them, yet at the laſt ; for it is certain, that the firſt 
light of the goſpel, by that firſt and ſecond angels, preach+ 
num F | ing 


they have, perhaps, loſt one or two hundred thouſand lives, 
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ing in. chapter the fourteenth (which laid the foundation of 
antichriſt's ruin) was out from among them, and they bore 
and underwent the great heat of that morning of perſecu- 
tion, which was as great, if not greater than any fince.— 
And fo, as that kingdom had the firſt great ſtroke, ſo now 


it ſhould have the honour of having the laſt great ſtroke in 


the ruin of W | 


Cect. 5th, he ſays, on Rev. xi. © By the earthquake 
here is meant a great concuſſion or ſhaking of ſtates 


politics, or eccleſiaſtical. —The effect of this earthquake 


and fall of this tenth part of the city, is killing ſeven thou- 


fand of the names of men. Now, by men of name, in ſcrip- 


ture is meant men of title, office and dignity.—As in the 
caſe of Corah's conſpiracy, ſo here a civil puniſhment falls 
upon theſe. For having killed theſe witneſſes, themſelves 


are to be killed (haply) by being bereft of their names and 
titles, which are to be rooted out for ever, and condemned 


to perpetual S 
The guter agreement of 8 events wiih wehle 


: theſe authors foretold, from the prophecies, ſo many years 
lago, is a circumſtance which merits the ſerious attention of 


all wife and conſiderate men; for it certainly adds great 


weight to the conjecture, that what has taken place in 
France, is the beginning of the final downfal of the papal 


uſurpations and tyrannies. 


And-if it ſhould be ſo—woe 
be to them, who attempt to uphold what God has willed 
to fall! In the ordinary wars which nations have waged, 


and ſlaughtered as many of their enemies; countries 


been laid waſte, and taxes incurred to the oppreſſion « of the 


induftrions 3 but in ocher 8 85 chey may have ſat down 
much 
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much as they were; but, if the preſent conteſt be what 

there is reaſon to ſuſpect it; not merely a war of man : 
againſt man; but of God againſt antichriſtian uſurpations 

and oppreſſions, the iſſue to thoſe who oppoſe his deſigns, 

muſt be different. Though, as was the caſe with the 
Afſprians and with Cyrus, the inſtruments which he uſes, 

may not neo him, nor mean to fulfil t his will, yet they 

may be the rod of his anger to accompliſh his councils, 


Let us now revert to the queſtion, What are to be the 
conſequences of the reſurrection of the witnefles? Soon 
after it, the ſeventh trumpet is to ſound, which is the ſig- 
nal for the ſeven angels to pour out their vials' of God's 

_ wrath upon the antichriſtian kingdom. Has this ſeventh 
trumpet been blown? ls it founding? Or is it about to 
ſound for the angels to prepare to execute the vengeance of 
God, on the mother of harlots and all abominations? My 
heart trembles at the idea of thoſe calamities which are to 
{weep the earth, and of thoſe convulſions which will ſhake . 
kingdoms and nations! Who would not fear thee, 
O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain! ? At 
thy wrath the earth ſhall tremble, and the nations ſhall | 
not be able to abide thine indignation !”” 


As to the eathering of the * in the fourteenth 
chapter, it appears to me, that it properly falls under one 
or more of the vials, and as Dr. Gaodwin has well ex- 
| plained it, ſeems to be a viſion of the vengeance which is to 
be executed upon the Proteſtant party; for the wine preſs 
is faid to be trodden without the city. i. e. without the 

| : k4- 8. 76 

+ + Ia. xlv. 4. 


+ Jer. x. 7, 20. £3 
Juriſdiction 
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juriſdiction or reach of the city of Rome; and is re- 
preſented in a ſeparate viſion, on purpoſe to ſhew that 
vengeance will fall even upon ſuch kingdoms and nations 


as had caſt off the Pope's ſupremacy. Dr. Gill and others 


have ſuppoſed,” that the Proteſtant nations will again re- 
turn to Popery, and perſecute with great violence. But 
Dr. Goodwin's idea is more probable. He ſays; in his 


Expoſition, Part II. chap. J. Whether the wine preſs 


will be brought into this country, he only knows who is 
the Lord both of the harveſt and the vintage; only this 
may be more confidently affirmed, that thoſe carnal Pro- 
teſtants in England and other places, who like the out- 
ward court have been joined to the people of God, ſhall 
yet before the expiration of the beaſt's kingdom * and 
number, be-more or leſs given up to the Papiſts, and be 
made to vail to them, if not all of them, by bloody wars, 
and conqueſts, yet by ſome baſe and unworthy yielding to 
them, as a juſt puniſhment of their carnal profeſſion of the 
goſpel.” And the wine preſs was trodden without the city, 


and the blozd came out of the wine preſs, even unto the 


horſes bridles, by the ſpace of a thouſand and ſix hundred 


Furlongs.” The Lord avert from this e ſuch a judg- 


ment! 11 e 


How incompetent is man to judge of the ways of God! 
— While the trumpet is blowing, and the angels are pre- 
paring to pour the divine vengeance on the heads of ty- 
rants ma ww ene and to ou WE and woe 


a N 1 : int 
47 The number of hs beaſt, as we have endearaured to prove Sh 
is the tyranny of the Lewises; and as to have the mark of the beaſt is 
to pay homage to the fu beaſt, the uſurped power of the Pope and his 

clergy ; ſo to have this number is to be devoted to O08: ſup port of the 


for 
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for the ſins of men; the great army of ſaints and martyrs 
in heaven ſing, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
God Almighty ;** juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of 
ſaints !— All nations ſhall come and worſhip n _ a” 
thy judgments are made manifeſt.” 


«And I Jaane, a great voice out of the temple, ſaying ta the 
feven angels, Go your ways and pour out the vials of the 
wrath of God upon the earth.” It appears to me, that al- 
though we muſt ſuppoſe a conformity to the order of the 
viſion, in inflicting the. plagues of theſe ſeven vials, yet, 
perhaps, it will not be ſuch a formal one, as to exclude all 
mixture. It ſtrikes me, that although the v7. which i 18 
to be poured out upon the earth, wil commence firſt, and 
that on the ſea follow, yet their falling ſtreams will mingle ; 
and although the full torrent of the latter vials may not 
commence, yet ſome {mall portion of them may be daſhed 
upon the rivers, the ſun, or the throne of the beaſt, while 
the firſt are pouring out; and although the plagues of the 
latter vials will commence laſt, as in the viſion, yet the 
ſtreams of the former may fill be running. The angels 
ſaying of this woe, that it cometh quickly, and the circum- 
ſtance of the ſeven; angels with their vials all appearing, 
and being ſent out at the ſame time, ſuppoſes that they 
will all be employed together, to execute their miſſions on 
the ſeveral objects of the divine diſpleaſure. And we may 
2006 that theſe judgments will ſoon be over. 
Were I to retail half the opinions of atone the fol- 
lowing objects of the Divine vengeance, adding to them 


Rev. xv. 3. 
F Rer. xv I: 


** 


my 
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my own conjectures, this pamphlet would ſwell into a folio; 
but as I apprehend that the events which are here repre- 
ſented have not yet taken place, or at moſt, are but now 
commencing, my reflections ſhall be ſhort. *©* And the fin 
rent and poured out his vial upon the earth, and there fell a 
noiſome and 2 fore upon the men which had the _ 
of the beaſt, and upon them which worſhipped his image.” 
The pouring out of this vial upon the earth may poſſibly 
refer to ſome particular country on the main, where the 
judgments of God are to commence ; or perhaps, we may 
be taught by this emblem, that the downfal of the anti- 
chriſtian kingdom ſhall begin with terrible wars on 
land; in which God's wrath ſhall be manifeſted againſt . 
thoſe armies of land forces which have for ſo many ages 
deen the baſis of tyrannic power, and who, at the nod of 
deſpots have ſlaughtered their fellow creatures 'without 
either thinking or caring about the juſtice or injuſtice of the 
cauſe ; who have been the baſe inftruments, without a mo- 
tive, of deſolating nations and of carrying unnumbered 
| woes from one end of the earth to the other. But the time 
of judging the cauſe of the dead is come, and both they 
who have the md of the beaſt, i. e. who are the ſubjects 
and ſlaves of the papacy, and they who worſhip, or only 
ſerve and endeavour to ſupport the image of the beaft, 
(which according to what appears from chapter XIII. is 
the tyranny of the antichriſtian party in France, all ſuch as 
ſerve this image of the beaft, though not papiſts and ſlaves 
to Rome) ſhall experience ſuch chaſtiſements and difap- 
pointments in their attempts to ſupport what God has de- 
termined to overthrow, and ſuch violent and ſucceſsful at- 
tacks on their power, that they ſhall be deeply wounded 


\ 


and 


» Rey. xvi. 'F- 
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and greviouſly vexed ; or, a noiſome diſeaſe ſhall get ints 
their camp, and cover the earth with their dead ; that thus 
men may fee the hand which ſmites them, and give glory 
toGod. *** Ye can diſcern the face of the 9, but can ye not 


4 iſcern the figns of the times.” 


6 cAnd the ſecond angel Sabha out his vial upon the ſea, and 
it became as the blood of a dead man, and every living ſoul 
died in the ſea.” As in Iſa. Ix. 5. ce the abundance of 
the ſea ſhall be converted unto thee,” means the“ inhabi- 
tants of iflands,” and as “ woe to the inhabitants of 
the earth and of the ſea,” chap. xii. 12. means woe to the 
inhabitants of continents and of iſlands, all mankind, ſo 
the pouring out of this ſecond vial on the ſea may indicate 
thoſe calamities which God will bring upon his enemies, 
the ſupporters of papal tyrannies, in ſuch ſituations ; or, if 
this be not the meaning of the pouring out of this ſecond 
vial of wrath, (but which I think is moſt likely) it may 
probably refer to the deſtruction of naval armaments, whe- 

ther in battle, or by God's more immediate judgments. 
And ſo great will be the deſtruction that the ſea will not 
only be ſtained with blood, but become as 1 Blood of a 


dead man. i 


bo And the third angel Py out his vial upon the rivers 
and fountains of water, and they became blood,” &c. This 
may be a repreſentation of thoſe judgments which are to 
fall on the inhabitants of inland countries and where rivers 


Matt. xvi. gl. 


abound 
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abound and. have their ſources ;, or, as it has been gene- 

rally explained, of that juſt vengeance which is to be in- 
flicted upon thoſe orders of men, who. by the abuſe of 

power, both civil and eccleſiaſtical, have been the chief 

. ſources of human miſery and the great feeders of, the fea 
| | of oppreſſion. The calamities which are to attend this vial 


are to be- peculiarly grievous. This may be concluded from 

1 | the following circumſtance, I heard the angel of the waters 
; þ Py 5 ſay, Thou art righteous O Lord !—thou haſt given them blood 
b ti drink, for they are worthy. | The former judgments paſs in 
| filent ſolemnity, as though the objects of them were leſs con- 
ſpicuous i in guilt, but no ſooner is this vial poured out than 

it excites acclamations of praiſe. I f this refer to the 
inland countries of Europe, more eſpecially where the 
people are held in vaſſalage, and where, both the prieſts and 

| nobles, above moſt others, rule the people with a rod of 

iron, there appears a ee fitneſs in theſe moins: ; 


ef 


= Aud the fourth Fr yard out his vial upon the fun,” „This 
5 | appears to be either a repreſentation of God's awful venge- 
ance in viſiting the nations with a drought or exceſſive wet, 
that thus they may at once be humbled under his mighty 
! hand, and be more diſpoſed to forward his deſigns in the 

overthrow of antichriſtian ſyſtems of error and oppreſſion. 

Or it is a prediction of the diſplay of God's wrath againſt 
thoſe ſyſtems of pride and deſpotiſm which by their ſplen- 
dor have been dazzling and by their violence conſuming. 
mankind. Mr. Mede ſuppoſes this ſun to be ſome ſplendid 
potentate of Europe, as the emperor or the king of Spain. 
But if 3 it be not the emblem of a — or wet, I ſhould 


14 


rather 
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rather ſuppoſe it to repreſent the extinction of deſpotiſm i in 
general, than of an individual monarch or monarchy. 


« And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the ſeat of the 
| beaſt.” + This muſt be confidered, as referring to thoſe cala- 
mities which God intends tobring upon the Pope, and upon 
that city and country where the throne of the beaſt ſtands. 
And we may expect ſoon to ſee heavy judgments fall upon 
the Roman Pontificate ; and that city to be ſacked and burnt 
which has been the ſource of ſo many corruptions, and 
which has tyrannized for ſo many ages, with ſpiritual deſ- 
potiſm over thoſe kingdoms that have given their power to 
the beaſt, 


And the ſixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river 
Euphrates}, and the water thereof was uried up, that the way 
* of the kings of the eaſt might be prepared.” The Turkiſh em- 
pire alſo ſhall experience the wrath of God for their abomi- 
nable oppreſſions, and thus a way be prepared for the return 


* A friend has Covered me with an extract from the works of Mr. R. 
Fleming, who i in a ſermon, printed 1702, applies it to the F rench mo- 


narchy, and ſays: © Whereas Lewis XIV. took the jun for his emblem, 
and for his motto Nec pluribus inſtar, he may at length, or rather his 


ſucceſſor and the monarchy itſelf before the year 1794, be forced to ac- 
knowledge that in reſpe& to neighbouring potentates, he is ſingulis inſtar: 
but as to the expiration of this vial I fear it will not be before the end 
of the year 1794. What a ſingular agreement between POOR circum» 
ſtances and this good man's calculations ! | 


If by this vial's being poured out on the ſun we are to underſtand a 
drought, then auTw refers to the ſun, but if it be an emblem of much rain, 
or of the wrath which is to be poured out on deſpotiſmy then 1 think, with 
Dr. Goodwin, that it refers to the angel, who, by the witneſfes is to af. 
flict tyrants and their ſupportets with ſcorching calamities. 

1 Rev. xvi, 10. - | Rev. xvi, 12, 


G 
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of the Jews to their own land, previous to their converſion 
to Chriſtianity. But the beaſt does not yet expire. And I 
Saw three unclean ſpirits like frogs come out of the mouth of 


the * dragon, and out of the mouth of the beaſt, and out of the 
mouth of the falſe prophet ; for they are the ſpirits of devils 


working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and 
of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great 
day of God Almighty.” + Great efforts will be made to engage 
all the kings of the earth, and of the whole world, in ſ upport 
of the old antichriſtian ſyſtem, againſt every attempt which 
will be made for its deſtruction. But all theſe efforts will be 
in vain—the wrath of man ſhall praiſe God. It is his battle, 
and he will overthrow h:s enemies and the enemies of 


mankind, with all their hoſts. 


| 
| , 


**Behold I come as a thief / Bleſſedi is he that ! "GThis 


From comparing this paſſage with chap. xii. I am induced to ſup- 


poſe that by the dragon the emperor of Germany, the more immediate 
ſucceſſor of the Roman emperors, is intended; by the beaſt the Pope and 
his Clergy, and by the falſe prophet, (as biſhop Newton and Dr. Dod- 
dridge underſtand it) the ſecond beaſt in Chap. xili, 11, This will 
evidently appear to every impartial perſon, to be the ſecond beaſt, if we 
compare this place with chapters xiii, 13 and 14, and xix. and 20. 
He is thus called becauſe like the falſe prophets of old he engages himſelf 
in ſupport of tyranny and. idolatry. | Theſe tyrannic powers are to exert 
themſelves to engage all the kings of the earth in ſupport of the _— 


papacy and declining deſpotiſm, | 


It is worthy of remark that theſe foul ſpirits are to go forth unto the 


kings of the earth, and not to the people, which ſeems to indicate that 
it will be a war, in which kings will be more intereſted than mankind 
at large——They are the ſpirits of devils working miracles, No one ſup- 
poſes theſe to be true miracles, - This figurative language is uſed to ſet 
forth the impoſtures, lies and frauds with which they are to deceive 

men, and draw them into their deſtructive meaſures. 
7 Rey. xvi. 13 4 Kev. xvi. 15, 


will 


1 
3 
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will take place at a time when men in general will have no 
expectation of it, but will ſay in their heart,, Where is 
the promiſe of his coming? For ſince the fathers fell aſleep 
all things continue as they were from the beginning.“ 
They will calculate events on common principles, and 
deccive themſelves into ruin. Bleſſed is he that watcheth. 
« And he gathered them together into a place called in the He- 
brew tongue Armageddon, + or the mountain of Megiddo, 
thus called becauſe it ſhall be a place more remarkable for 
ſlaughter than Megiddo ever was. Judges v. 19. 2 
Kings ix. 27. and Zech. xii. 11. May our country, in 
that day, whether it be near or afar off, if not engaged on 
the ſide of the King of kings, be far from the mountain of 
ſlaughter! In this country, above moſt others, the rights 
of conſcience, and the civil rights of mankind have been 
protected. Let us hope therefore, that when the Judge of 
all the earth ſhall make inquiſition for blood, that we ſhall 
find mercy ; or, if with the reſt of the nations, who are 
to be purified by affliction, we muſt ſhare in the cup of 
trembling, here is ground for confidence in prayer that 
mercy may be mixed with judgment. For the judgment 
of God will be a judgment of proportion, Where there 
has been moſt oppreſſion, where ſin has been moſt trium- f 
phant, and eſpecially where there has been moſt perſecution 1 
of conſcience, there will the heavieſt woes fall. Let us 0 
therefore repent and ſeek God; this is at all ſeaſons neceſ- 
ſary, but an additional motive enforces it, when the ſigns 
of the times ſuggeſt ſome very ſignal criſis to be at hand. 
For whether men will ſee it or not, all things do not conti- 
nue as they were from the beginning. 4 For the op- 
preſſion of the poor, for the ſighing of the needy, now will 
I ariſe faith the Lord.? 1 5 


— F 


* 2, Pet. Ui. 4. + Rev. xv, 16. 7 Pf; Al. . 
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And the ſeventh *| angel poured his vial into the air, and 
there came a great voice out of the temple of heauen from the 
&hrone, ſaying— It is dune — 4 nd there were voices and thun- 
derings, and lightning. , and there was à great earthquake, 
ſuch as was not fince men were upon the earth, ſa mighty an 
earthquake and ſo great. And the great city was divided into 
three pur, and the cities of the nations fell, and great Babylon 
came in remembrance before God, to. give unto her the cup of the 
wine of the fierceneſs of bis wrath, and every iſland fled away, 
and the mountains were not found, ¶ &c. Either God, in his 
providence, will cauſe the ſtate of the air to be ſuch that 
nature ſhall be thrown into terrible commotions, plagues 
ſhall be. gendered, and famines occaſioned, that thus blind 
and obdurate men, who would not ſee his judgments in 
war, may behold his hand in thoſe more conſpicuous to- 
kens of his wrath which will affe& the rich as well as the 
poor, and may be brought to repentanee ; or it may mean 
that the kingdom of ſatan, who is called the prince of the 
* of the ar; ſhall now fall. | 


| Babylon. hs great, the PE of 1 and ict, | 
ons of the earth, the ſource of oppreſſions and all tyrannies, 
falls ; and not only the mother, but all her children; all 
the cities of the nations; all the tyrannic polities which 
have deſpiſed and oppreſſed the ſervants of God, and all 
mankind ; and no place is found for them. The beaſt and 
the falſe prophet are taken, F and caſt into a lake of fire, and 

now aht Regopomy oi righteouſneſs and peace which Jeſus 
the 


* 1 F Kev. xvi. 18, 
"+ Rev. xvi. 9. || Rev. xvi. 20. 6 Rev, xix. 20. 775 


* But perhaps ſome inquifitive mind may ſay, The beaſt of Rome, 
if „ritual tyranny, and the falſe prophet, his great ſupporter, are taken, 
3 exemplary Juſtice is inflicted on them for their abominations, but 
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the Prince of peace hath in charge, from his Father, to 


beſtow on men, ſhall be eſtabliſhed on immovable foun- 
dations, till the conſummation of all things; for not only 


human tyrannies ſhall periſh, but the witneſſes for the pure 

ae 55 | religion 
the dragon, civil tyranny, is not taken with them. No; he aroſe firſt 
and he will continue longeſt. But his career is ſhort. Chap. xx. And 7 
Saw an angel come down ſrom heaven, having the key of the bottomleſs pit. And 


he laid hold on the dragon, that old ſerpent, which is the devil and ſatan, and 
bound him a thouſand years. And caſt him into the bottomleſs pit, and ſhut him 


_ up, and ſeta ſealupon him, that he ſhould deceive the nations no more till the thous 
ſand years ſhould be fulfilled : and after that he muſt be looſed a little ſeaſon,”* 


Now commences the firſt reſurrection as predicted by Ez. (xxxvii.) Now 
the Jews, and others with them, will find that mercy which will be as 
life from the dead, (Rom. xi. 15) And as Elias lived in John the Baptiſt, 
ſo ſhall the former confeſſors and martyrs live in the Chriſtians of this 
generation. And they ſhall fit upon thrones of judgment, and act fo 
much under the influence of goſpel principles, and eſtabliſh ſuch ſyſ- 
tems of juſtice and righteouſneſs, that, tyranny, which has bound ſo 
many, ſhall itſelf be bound and be caſt into the bottomleſs pit. Now 
liberty and peace, righteouſneſs and joy will reign undiſturbed, for, 
what is here termed a thouſand years; after which the dragon is to be 
looſed for a little ſeaſon. The events here predicted are evideutly the ſame 
with thoſe foretold in Ezek. xxxit, xxxvili. and xxxix. and in Zech. xiv. 
What length of time then are we to underſtand by this thouſand years? 
I ſuppoſe that all which is here ſaid is figurative, and that the years are 
not what we generally underſtand by this term. Iam inclined to judge 
thus for two reaſons, Not only from a compariſon of the different 
prophecies concerning the return of the Jews, the after perſecutions of 
Gog and Magog, &c. which do not ſeem to allow of fo long a term as 
a thouſand years between the ſhutting up of the dragon and his looſing ; 
but alſo from the general prophetic uſe of ſuch terms, Days, weeks, &c. 
in the prophecies are generally uſed in a myſtical ſenſe, and for the ob- 
vious reaſon which has been mentioned, I ſuppoſe therefore that by 
this thouſand years, a thouſand weeks or months are intended. Time 
only can aſcertain this; but I think that the other prophecies reſtrain 


this 


* 


® Rev, xx. 1, 2, 3, 


— 
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religion of Jeſus, ſhall be ſo increaſed and quickened by an 


energy from above, and ſuch an influence from God attend 


his goſpel, while all nature ſhall conſpire to prepare men 


for repentance, that ſatan's empire ſhall be overturned ; the 


earth be filled with the knowledge of the Lord; and they 


ſhall learn war no more. EVEN so, COME Lokp JESus! 


this period to a thouſand weeks, or a little more than nineteen years. 
The proper and uſual meaning of i7%; is a year, but, prophetically, it 
may perhaps, ſtand for any change or revolution of time. John was a 
Jew, let us therefore. examine the Hebrew word fora year, and hear 
What Buxtorf ſays Nu Annus, ab iteratione diflus, quod ſole ad punc- 
tum, unde digredi caperat, redeunte, iteretur, et in ſe ſua per vestigia ſemper 
volvatur et redeat. Now ſeeing that the word year in Hebrew means a 


repetition, or a revolving round and returning by the ſame ſte ps, 1 is 


as applicable to a week as a year. 


Thus it appears probable from the prophecies, that after the bloody | 


dragon, civil tyranny, whoſe horrid character, no objects in viſible na- 
ture are ſufficiently vile to repreſent; after this crafty ſerpent, which 
is the devil and ſatan, has been confined for about nineteen years, he 


will again get out of his priſon and make a deſperate effort againſt the 


kingdom of righteouſneſs, peace and joy; but he who by his providential 
judgments, caſt the beaſt and the falſe prophet into the lake of fire, will. 

manifeſt himſelf in ſtill more conſpicuous judgments, and caſt this dra. 
gon into the ſame place of torment, and thus put an everlaſting end to 
all tyranny, eccleſiaſtical and civil=— Now a proſpect opens, which tranſ. 
ports the heart, and figures are uſed proportioned to the ſublimity and 
felicity of the ſcenes which follow. Let the wiſe and pious anticipate. by 
hope theſe happy days ! We look for new heavens and a new. earth, 
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THIRD INQUIRY. 


* 


* y E are now come to the third Eduivy; Will al the 
numbers of Daniel and John, which refer to the ſtate of 


things that we are looking for, agree with the preſent 


times? Let us examine. In diſcufling the numbers of 
Daniel, I ſhall not take up much time in examining queſ- 
tions, and in endeavouring to ſolve difficulties which might 
be ſtarted ; nor in enquiring whether any of theſe numbers 


terminated in Antiochus Epiphanes. I think, and 1 have 


very reſpectable authorities on my ſide, that they refer to 
the overthrow of the papal apoſtacy ; and all thoſe ſyſtems 
of tyranny which have been ſo much at enmity with the 
kingdom of Chriſt; to the purification of the Gentile 
church, and to the reſtoration and converſion of the Jews. 


To ſave time, and to ſpare the reader's patience, I ſhall 


take ſome things for granted, which may be ſeen wendy at 
length, in more voluminous writings. 


In the firſt place, let us conſider Daniel's viſion in 
chap. viii, Tt opens with the appearance of a ram, having 
two horns, puſhing weſt-ward, and north-ward, and 


| ſouth-ward.* This the angel interprets to be the' kings of 
Media and Perſia.f The next object in the viſion is an 


he- goat, 1 which came from the weſt, with a notable 
horn between his eyes. This, the angel ſays, F is the king 
of Grecia, the Grecian empire; and the great horn, be- 
tween his eyes, the fir/t king, Alexander. This horn was 
broken, and after it came up four others; the four em- 
pires || which ſprung up out of the conqueſts of Alexander. 


* And out of one 1 1 them came a little Porn, * uhich waxed 


Pan. viii. 4. . + Dan, viii, 20. T Dan. viii. 5. 
5 Dan, viii. 21. I Dan. viii. 8. #* Dan. viii. 9. 
erceeding 
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exceeding great, toward the ſouth, 4 and teward the eaſt, 
and toward the pleaſant land, and by him the place of the 


4 daily ſacrifice was taken awayF, and the place of his ſanctuary 
ik N was caſt down, &c. Then I heard one ſaint ſpeaking, and 

* | another ſaint ſaid unto that certain ſaint which ſpateſ, How 
40 - long ſhall be the viſion concerning the daily ſacrifice, and the 


tranſgreſſion of deſolation, to give both the ſanctuary and 85 
bet to be trodden under foot? And he ſaid unto me, ** 
Unto two thouſand and three hundred days, then ſhall the 
ſanctuary be cleanſed.” _ | 


It ſeems natural to reckon theſe 2300 * days (ax years) 
either from the firſt part of the viſion, the puſhing of the 
ram, or the latter end, the violences of the little horn; or 
from the time when Daniel ſaw the viſion. If we 
calculate from the time when Daniel ſaw the viſion, the 
termination of the 2300 years is paſt 40 ox/5o years: and 
the ſanctuary is not cleanſed. If from the latter part of 
the viſion (as underſtood of Antiochus) it will carry us to 
about the year A. D. 2130, which appears too far; for, 
ſuppoſing the 1260 years power of the beaſt, predicted i in 
the Apocalypſe, were to be calculated from the time when 

- the Pope became a temporal prince from the exarchate of 
Ruvenna being given to him by Pepin A. D. 755, (ſome 
thinking that he was not a perfect beaſt till then) this 

would fall ſhort of Daniel's number by more than a hun- 
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dred years; but ſeeing that the power, idolatry, corrup- 
tions and uſurpations of the papacy were ſuch, at leaſt, in 
the ſixth century, as appear ſufficient to denominate it.a 


| beaſt, and it is certain, that he began to riſe much earlier; 


the moſt probable time for the fixing the commencement 
of Daniel's 2300 years, and that which will altogether 
agree beſt with the other numbers of Daniel, and the pre- 
dictions in the Apocalypſe, is the beginning of the viſion, the 
puſhing of the ram, by which is intended ſome diſtinguiſhed 
exertions of the Perſian empire for conqueſts. And to 
what period of that empire does this ſo well agree as to the 
times of Xerxes, and that particular puſh which he made 


| when he invaded * Greece with an army of 2, 641, 610 
fighting men, reckoning 517,010 on board his fleet, which 


canfiſted of 1,207 ſhips of the line of battle, 3, ooo gal- 
lies, tranſports, victuallers, &c. beſide the 220 ſhips, which 
the nations on this fide the Helleſpont added, on board of 
which were 24,000 men. Of his land forces 80,000 were 
horſe. And befides this multitude as many more are reck- 
oned to have followed the camp, ſervants and eunuchs, &c. 
So that the whole number of people engaged in this expe- 


dition was, at leaſt, 5,000,000. What a puſh was this 


for conqueſt! And (though he had been puſhing for three 
or four years before, yet} nothing elſe forbidding it, what 
period could be more proper for the angel to begin his 
reckoning from? He paſſed the Helleſpont B. C. 480: 
four years before this he puſhed at Egypt and reduced it; 
the next year he prepared for this invaſion ; the following 
he entered into a league with the Carthaginians againſt 


— the Greeks, and in the year 481 B. C. marches as far as 


| * Prideaux's Con. Part I. Book 4. p. 233. 


| Sardis, 
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Sardis, on his way towards Greece, where he winters, and 
in the ſpring paſſes the Helleſpont. 


Suppoſe we fix the year 481 B. C. for the commence- 
ment of Daniel's 2,300 years (allowing our chronology to 
be correct) this carries us to the year of Chriſt 1819, when 
the ſanctuary and hoſt are no longer to be trodden under 
foot, i. e. the land of Paleſtine is no longer to be in the 
poſſeſſion of the enemies of the Jews, but they are to be 
reſtored, and the church freed from antichriſtian abomina- 
tions. 


In Dan. XII. we have three different numbers. 
(The firſt agrees with that in chap. vii. 25.) Ver. 7. 1 
heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of 
the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand 
unto heaven, and ſware by him that liveth for ever, that it 
ſhall be for a time, times, and an half time.” Three years 
and a half, or forty two months of years, viz. 1260, © and 
when he ſhall have accompliſhed to ſcatter the power of the 
haly people, all theſe things ſhall be finiſhed.” Again, Ver. 11. 
« 4nd from be time that the daily ſacrifice ſhall be taken away, 
and the abonunation that maketh ileſolate ſet up, there ſhall be 
a thouſand tw hundred and ninety days.” Ver. 12. Bleſſed 
is he that waiteth and cometh to the thouſand and three hun- 
dred and five and thirty days.” As the firſt number agrees 
with the predictions, in the revelation of John, reſpecting 
the continuance of the power of the antichriſtian beaſt : and 
as the numbers appear to contradi each other if they are 
confined to the tyranny of Antiochus (though he might be 
pointed at as the type of Antichriſt) I conſider them as har- 
monizing with the New Teſtament predictions. According 
to Rev. xi. 2. the holy city is to be trodden under foot of 
the n forty and tvy months; and in ver. 3. the two 

witneſſes. 
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witneſſes are to propheſy twelve hundred and ſixty; days 
clothed in ſackcloth. Chap. xii. and 7. we have the ſame 
number, and in ver. 14. we learn that the woman was to be 
nouriſhed in the wilderneſs: for a time and times and half a 
time, chap. xiii. 5. Power is given unto the beaſt (the firlt 
beaſt remember, not the ſecond) to continue.iforty. and tuo 
months, The ſame time, 1260 years, is ene by a 

theſe numbers. 1 1 70 FFF 


But how can we reconcile thoſe three different numbers 
of Daniel, with the ſeven (twoin Danieland fie i _ the Apo: 
calypſe) which agree? 4 

In the firſt place let it be allowed that the 8 final 
overthrow of Antichriſt began with the revolution in. 
France in 1789, and then reckon thus. 1 


0 Sohle 
1 


Daniels time, times and half a time (1260 yes) begin and 
end with the five numbers in the Apocalypſe, and as they 
are 1260 years and ſuppoſed to end at the French revolu- 
tion, they muſt begin A. D. 529, and end in 1789. Da- 
niel's 2300 years begin 481 years before Chriſt, and end in 
1819, when ſome other great event, or events, will take 
place. The beaft and the falſe prophet (Rev. xix. 20.) i. e. 
the papacy and the French tyranny, having previouſly been 
brought to an end, then, perhaps, the dragon, civil deſpo- 
tiſm, will be bound (Rev. xx. 2.) and the Jews, the dry 
bones in the valley of viſion, be raiſed to political life,* and 
reſtored to their own land. Daniel's 1290 years begin 
with his time, times and half a time and with the former five, 
numbers of John in the Apocalypſe, i. e. at the commence- 
ment For the reign of the beaft, A. D. 529, and end with the 


* 


47 


70 Ezek. xxxvii. 


former 
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ter number, (2300) in 1819. His 1335 years (the end 
of which according to him will eminently be a bleſſed time) 
begin in the ſame year of Chriſt 529, and terminate in 1864. 
When perhaps the Jews are to be converted by that re- 
markable appearance of the Lord i in their favour which is 
ed in Exck. xxxviii. and xxxix: and in Zech. xii, 
and xiv. Thus the final attack-on thebeaſt, commences in 
1789. Thirty years are employed in the overthrow of the 
papacy, the Turks and other tyrannies : a ſeaſon, i itis likely 
of great calamities, but eſpecially to the enemies of Chriſt's 
kingdom. The next forty five years, to 1864, to which 
time Daniel's 1335 years extend, may be fpent in gathering 
the Jcws, (who according to Jer. XVI, 16. will be unwilling 
o return to their own land) and in purifying them by, thoſe. 
trials, which, according to the * prophets, are. to take 
place on their firſt return: as well as in purifying, and in 
bringing to an end all the fects and parties of the gentile 
Chriſtians :- and which may be affected by that greater light 
which is to ſhine upon the Chriſtian church in the latter days, 
previous to that greater glory and ſuperior ſtate of felicity 
which is to eommence, perhaps (as we have conjectured 
from Daniel's number of 1335) about the year 1864, on the 
converſion of the Jews and of thoſe erden nations, not 
before gathered to Chriſt. 


But, perhaps, it may be aſked, What beet, are there 
which favour the conjecture of the 529th year of Chriſt 
being that from which the power of the beaſt is to be 
dated? I own I have put this year down by accident, as 
the meaſurement back from 1789. To demonſtrate, 
that in this year, he came to ſuch a ſtate of maturity ( for 


* 

Jer. xxx. 38. 11-16. Ezek. xx. 1 xxxv. 24. 25, 31, 33. 
Zephy iii. 7, 14. | | 

| he 
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he was in embryo in the apoſtles days, and continued to 
grow for ages) as to conſtitute him a beaſt, is not eſſential 
to the making good our hypotheſis. But though no man, 
from the hiſtory of paſt times, can determine the exact year 
from which God dates the kingdom of antichriſt, yet there 
are good reaſons from which a probable eonjecture may be 
formed, that it was as carlyas the ſixth century. Some of our 
moſt able critics, as Biſhop Newton and Mr. Lowman, are of 
| opinion, that by the wound which the firſt beaſt received, 
chap. xiii. 3. we are to underſtand the blow which was 
given to the majeſty and power of Rome, by ſubjecting it 
to the exarchate of Revenna; and that by its being healed, 
js intended, its reſtoration to its former dignity by this ex- 
archate being given to the Pope, by which he became a 
temporal prince. Now, this wounding took place A. D. 
568, and,continued 200 years. If this be well conſidered; 
it tends much to ſtrengthen our argument, But farther to 
confirm our hypotheſis, eonſider- the ſtate of ſociety, and 
particularly the ſtate of what was called the church, in this 
ſixth century. Magiſtrates were tyrants, and prieſts were 
wicked, ſuperſtitious and intolerant beyond any former age. 
Now, numberleſs laws and regulations were obtruded upon 
the church by human authority, which at once violated the 
authority of Chriſt, defaced Chriſtianity, and robbed 
Chriſtians of their deareſt liberties. And in this v 
year 529, which we are looking for, the Fu/tinian code was 
firſt publiſhed, by which thoſe powers, privileges and im- 
munities were ſecured to the clergy; that union perfected 
between things civil and eccleſiaſtical, and thoſe laws im- 
poſed on the church, which have proved ſo injurious to 
_ Chriſtianity, and ſo calamitous to mankind. And which 

by code, 
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code, through the zeal of the clergy, has been a 
more or leſs, as the foundation of the juriſprudence of al- 
moſt every ſtate in Chriſtendom ; and that not on ly in things | 
civil, but eccleſiaſtical ; and by this means, as ſome author 
has obſerved, the old fancy of the Romans, about the eter- 
nity of their command, is thus far verified. 


That this pamphlet, which is already larger than in- 
tended, may not be ſwelled into a volume, permit me to 
refer to Moſheim's Eccle. Hiſt. Cent. VI. and eſpecially 
Part II. chap. 2d, zd, and 4th. All ſorts of abſurdities 
were impoſed, the groſſeſt ignorance and wickedneſs pre- 
vailed among the clergy ; the Biſhop of Rome graſped at 
abſolute authority over conſcience, -arid unlimited ſupre- 
macy over the whole Chriſtian church 3 and though he did 
not altogether ſucceed in the eaſt, in this weſtern part of the 
world (where the ſcene. of John's viſions chiefly lay) his 
dominion was acknowledged, and paraſitical panegyriſts, 
among other blaſphemous aſſertions maintained, that the 
Roman pontiff was conſtituted j udge in the place of God, 
which he filled as the vieegerent of the Meſt High; ſo 
that now was fulfilled that prediction of the Apoſtle; 
2 Theſſ. xi. 3, 4. As God he ſitteth in the temple of 
Cad, fhiwing himſelf that he is God. Now the wicked 
were taught that remiſſion of fins was to be purchaſed by 
their liberalitics to the church and its miniſters; now thoſe 
doctrines. which taught men the worſhip of ſaints and 
images; the efficacy of obſerving human rites and inſtitu- 
tions towards the attainment of ſalvation ; the power of re- 
lies, and a thouſand more errors and abſurdities were 
brought to perfection. Now did monkery over-run the 
world, and marriage was forbidden as unworthy of thoſe 
Who 
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who aſpired to be ſaints. And in this very year 529 
alſo, a new order of monks, which in a manner abſorbed 
all the others eſtabliſhed in the weſt, was inſtituted by 
Benedict of Nurſia. In proceſs of time, this order having 
acquired immenſe riches, they ſunk into luxury, intem- 


perance and ſloth; abandoned themſelves to all ſorts of 


vices; extended their zeal and attention to worldly af- 
fairs; infinuated themſelves into the cabinets of princes, 
took part in political cabals and court factions, made a vaſt 
augmentation of ſuperſtitious rites ; and, among other 
meritorious enterprizes, laboured moſt ardently to ſwell 
the arrogance by enlarging the power and authority of 
the Roman pontiff. This and the other monaſtic orders, 
(ſinks of ignorance, indolence and vice !) were the foun- 
tains from whence iſſued all ſorts of abominations, and the 


rivers which carried ſuperſtition, oppreſſion, and violence, 


to all parts of the earth. They taught princes to tyran- 
nize, and the people to cringe. 


Was not the time of the publiſhing of the forementioned 


code of Juſtinian, and of the riſing of this order of monks, | 


a period, in the hiſtory of the apoſtacy, in which we may 
ſuppoſe the Almighty, with diſtinguiſhed propriety, to begin 


to reckon the 1260 years of the beaſt's power, and the tread- 


ing down of the holy city? The conjecture is probable 
a priori: but, it preſent events, and theſe compared with 
other events, agree to recommend this date (529), the pro- 
bability is much increaſed. . 


To ſay no more of this concurrence of ſeveral numbers, 
thus iſſuing from different periods, and theſe the moſt in- 
1 EEE; tereſting 
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tereſting in the hiſtory of nations, and of the Church, and 
yet harmonizing in their termination ſo conformable to 
what the prophets ſeem to point out, reſpecting the events 
of the laſt days, gives great probability to the hypotheſis, 
that the time is arrived for the downfal of the antichriſtian 
tyranny, when God will rebuke the nations, and they ſhall learn 
war no more ;* when he will conſume the idolatrous and per- 
ſecuting man of fin with the ſpirit of his mouth, and utterly 
deſtroy him with the brightneſs of his coming. t 
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CONCLUSTON. 


What remains, but that the reader, unbiaſſed by a party 
ſpirit, ſeriouſly revolve in his mind, the proofs which have 
been adduced, of that tyranny which has ſo long been exer- 
Ciſed in France, to the grievous oppreſſion of the people of 
that country and to the great injury of ſurrounding nations, 
being that beaſtly power which, according to God's word, 
was to ſlay the witneſſes for truth and liberty; and whether 
the time for their riſing from their civil and political death 
be arrived? The conſequences connected with the truth of 
this fact are unſpeakably intereſting to every nation in Eu- 
rope, and even to all the world. Are the diſtreſſing cala- 
mities which we have heard of, chaſtiſing judgments for fin ? 
Their cry, to all ſurrounding nations, is, * Prepare to meet 
your God. Let every man and every nation—REPENT and 
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11 is the duty of every member of the community to con- 
tribute, what in him lies, to the peace and happineſs of his 
country. Who are the beſt friends of our king and conſti- 
tution? and who perform the beſt ſervices to their fellow- 
citizens? They who exert all their power to perpetuate 
imperfections and abuſes, and who flatter where they ought 
to condemn; or thoſe who plead for timely reform, that 
we may ward offthe evils inſeparable from revolutions, and 
who lift up their voice againſt the crying crimes of the nati- 
on, that men may repent, and thus the diſpleaſure of God be 


2 Amos. iv. 12. 
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averted and his bleſſing continued to future generations? 
Who promote moſt the general intereſt and happineſs? 
They who labour to blind mankind and pervert their judg- 
ments ; or thoſe who invite them to diſpaſſionate examina- 
tion, that they may beware of precipitating themſelves into 
deſtructive meaſures? they who either by riot and intempe- 
rance, or by miſrepreſentation and calumny inflame the paſ- 
ſions of men that they may engage them to forward their 


own intereſted views ; or thoſe who exhort them to ſerious 


thoughtfulneſs, and a peaceable purſuit of thoſe things which 
may prolong the quiet and proſperity of our country? A 
true witneſs delivereth ſouls ; but a —_— witneſs ſpeaketh 
tres,” Prov. xiv. 25. 


I may have failed in the execution, but my aim has been # 


to ſerve my king and country, and to promote our common 
happineſs, by inveſtigating a moſt intereſting ſubject. In 
doing it, I believe that I have performed, though a ſmall, 
yetan acceptable ſervice to God—May it be a uſeful one to 
my countrymen! With a heart agitated and overflowing 
with anxious concern, I pray that the war which threatens 
us, may be averted; and that the angry clouds which are ga- 
thering around may ſweep by this long favoured country,and 


ſpend their ſtores of vengeance, only on the heads of inve- 
terate oppreſſors. 
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